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VATICAN NEWS (abridged) 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

In this year marked by the suffering 
and challenges created by the Covid-19 
pandemic, the missionary journey of the 
whole Church continues in light of the 
words found in the account of the calling 
of the prophet Isaiah: “Here am I, send 
me” (6:8). This is the ever new response 
to the Lord’s question: “Whom shall I 
send?”. This invitation from God’s merciful 
heart challenges both the Church and 
humanity as a whole in the current world 
crisis. “Like the disciples in the Gospel we 
were caught off guard by an unexpected, 
turbulent storm. We have realized that we 
are on the same boat, all of us fragile and 
disoriented, but at the same time 
important and needed, all of us called to 
row together, each of us in need of 
comforting the other. On this boat… are 
all of us. Just like those disciples, who 
spoke anxiously with one voice, saying 
‘We are perishing’ (v. 38), so we too have 
realized that we cannot go on thinking of 
ourselves, but only together can we do 
this” (Meditation in Saint Peter’s Square, 
27 March 2020). We are indeed 
frightened, disoriented and afraid. Pain 
and death make us experience  

our human frailty, but at the same time 
remind us of our deep desire for life and 
liberation from evil. In this context, the 
call to mission, the invitation to step out 
of ourselves for love of God and 
neighbor presents itself as an 
opportunity for sharing, service, and 
intercessory prayer. The mission that God 
entrusts to each one of us leads us from 
fear and introspection to a renewed 
realization that we find ourselves 
precisely when we give ourselves to 
others. 

In the sacrifice of the cross, where 
the mission of Jesus is fully accomplished 
(cf. Jn 19:28-30), God shows us that his 
love is for each and every one of us 
(cf. Jn 19:26-27). He asks us to be 
personally willing to be sent, because he 
himself is Love, love that is always “on 
mission”, always reaching out in order to 
give life. Out of his love for us, God the 
Father sent his Son Jesus (cf. Jn 3:16). 
Jesus is the Father’s Missionary: his life 
and ministry reveal his total obedience 
to the Father’s will (cf. Jn 4:34; 6:38; 
8:12-30; Heb 10:5-10). Jesus, crucified 
and risen for us, draws us in turn into his 
mission of love, and with his Spirit which 
enlivens the Church, he makes us his 
disciples and sends us on a mission to 
the world and to its peoples. 

“The mission, the ‘Church on the 
move’, is not a program, an enterprise to 
be carried out by sheer force of will. It is 
Christ who makes the Church go out of 
herself. In the mission of evangelization, 
you move because the Holy Spirit pushes 
you, and carries you”. God always loves  

us first and with this love comes to us 
and calls us. Our personal vocation 
comes from the fact that we are sons 
and daughters of God in the Church, 
his family, brothers and sisters in that 
love that Jesus has shown us. All, 
however, have a human dignity 
founded on the divine invitation to be 
children of God and to become, in the 
sacrament of Baptism and in the 
freedom of faith, what they have 
always been in the heart of God. 

Life itself, as a gift freely received, 
is implicitly an invitation to this gift of 
self: it is a seed which, in the baptized, 
will blossom as a response of love in 
marriage or in virginity for the 
kingdom of God. Human life is born of 
the love of God, grows in love and 
tends towards love. No one is excluded 
from the love of God, and in the holy 
sacrifice of Jesus his Son on the cross, 
God conquered sin and death 
(cf. Rom 8:31-39). For God, evil – even 
sin – becomes a challenge to respond 
with even greater love (cf. Mt 5:38-
48; Lk 22:33-34). In the Paschal 
Mystery, divine mercy heals our 
wounded humanity and is poured out 
upon the whole universe. The Church, 
the universal sacrament of God’s love 
for the world, continues the mission of 
Jesus in history and sends us 
everywhere so that, through our 
witness of faith and the proclamation 
of the Gospel, God may continue to 
manifest his love and in this way touch 
and transform hearts, minds, bodies,  

<continuation on Page 7> 

http://www.stignatius.jp/en/
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A young “computer geek” will be beatified on October 10, 2020. His name is 

Carlo Acutis, who died of leukemia at age 15 in 2006. He was declared 

venerable in 2018. The Medical Council of the Congregation for Saints’ 

Causes has expressed a positive opinion on an alleged miracle attributed to 

his intercession - the healing of a gravely ill boy in Brazil. He will be beatified 

October 10 in Assisi, Italy. 

The youth is known for his interest in technology. One of Carlo’s most 

significant computer ventures was cataloguing all the Eucharistic miracles of 

the world. He started the project when he was 11 years old and wrote at the 

time, “The more Eucharist we receive, the more we will become like Jesus, so 

that on this earth we will have a foretaste of Heaven.” 

 

Our goal in life should always be centered in being close to Jesus. Venerable Carlo Acutis, may you continue to intercede 

for the youth of today, that they may always seek Jesus! 

ONLINE STREAMING MASS  

 

FOR ONLINE REGISTRATION 12:00NN 

 
FOR ONLINE REGISTRATION 4:30PM 

 

Our 4:30 pm English Mass Online Registration has already 
been put in place and we have started accepting online 

registrants for both the 12:00 and 4:30pm Masses. 

Here are the links: 

 

 

12:00 noon Mass (same link we have been using since July) 

https://forms.gle/SXgcRJopFZX6RYKb7 

 

 

 

4:30 pm Mass 

https://forms.gle/1W7Q59fFhhbrpk6s7 

 

If you use the QR codes, it will be even easier and faster. You 
can also find copies in the English Center, Parish Office, St 
Ignatius website, FB and Welcome Table Groups located in 

the church grounds. 

 

The Roaming Team composed of technical savvy, young 
SIIYM members, are also around before Mass and are very 
willing to teach anyone on how to do on-line registration 

using your cell phone. 

 

http://www.stignatius.jp/en/
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“Virtual” Mass  

never substitutes for 

In-Person Participation 
In a Letter to the Presidents of 

Episcopal Conferences, the Congregation 
for Divine Worship affirms the necessity of 
a return to the normality of Christian life, 
where the health care crisis permits, 
saying that assisting at a virtual Mass 
cannot be compared to the physical 
presence of the faithful at a liturgy. 

 
By Vatican News 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-
city/news/2020-09/letter-congregation-
worship-celebration-liturgy-covid.html 

There is an urgent need to return to a 
normal experience of Christian life 
through the physical presence of the 
faithful at Mass, where circumstances 
permit, says Cardinal Robert Sarah, Prefect 
of the Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments. 

In a Letter addressed to the Presidents 
of Bishops’ Conferences, Cardinal Sarah 
insists that “virtual” services cannot 
compare to, and cannot replace, personal 
participation in the liturgy. The Letter, 
bearing the title, "Let us return to the 
Eucharist with joy!" was published with 
the approval of Pope Francis, which he 
granted on 3 September. 
 

Communitarian dimension 

of the Christian life 
“The pandemic caused by the new 

coronavirus has produced upheavals,” not 
only in social and familial relationships, 
“but also in the life of the Christian 
community, including the liturgical 
dimension,” writes Cardinal Sarah. 

He notes, “This community dimension 
has a theological meaning: God is a 
relationship of Persons in the Most Holy 
Trinity”; and God “puts Himself in 
relationship with man and woman and 
calls them in turn to relationship with 
Him.” So, while pagans built temples to 
the various deities, to which the people 
had no access, “Christians, as soon as 
they enjoyed freedom of worship, 
immediately built places that were the 
domus Dei et domus ecclesiae, where the 
faithful could recognize themselves as the 
community of God…” For this reason, the 
Letter continues, “the house of the Lord 
presupposes the presence of the family of 
the children of God.” 

 

Cooperation with Civil 

Authorities 
“The Christian community has never 

sought isolation and has never made the 
Church a city with closed doors,” the  
Letter reads. “Formed in the value of 
community life and in the search of the 
common good, Christians have always 
sought insertion into society.” 

Even in the midst of the pandemic, 
writes Cardinal Sarah, “a great sense of 
responsibility has emerged. In listening to 
and collaborating with civil authorities 
and experts,” he notes that the Bishops of 
the Church “were prompt to make 
difficult and painful decisions, even to the 
point of suspending the participation of 
the faithful in the celebration of the 
Eucharist for a long period.” 
 

The Urgency of a Return to 

the Normal State of 

Christian life 
Keeping that in mind, Cardinal Sarah 

writes that nonetheless, “as soon as 
circumstances permit… it is necessary and 
urgent to return to the normality of 
Christian life, which has the church 
building as its home and the celebration 
of the liturgy, especially the Eucharist, as 
‘the summit toward which the activity of 
the Church is directed; and at the same 
time it is the font from which all her 
power flows’ (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 
10).” 

The Letter continues, “Aware that God 
never abandons the humanity He has 
created, and that even the hardest trials 
can bear fruits of grace, we have 
accepted our distance from the Lord's 

altar as a time of Eucharistic fasting, 
useful for us to rediscover its vital 
importance, beauty and 
immeasurable preciousness.” So, “as 
soon as is possible,” writes Cardinal 
Sarah, “we must return to the 
Eucharist … with an increased desire 
to meet the Lord, to be with Him, to 
receive Him and to bring Him to our 
brothers and sisters with the witness 
of a life full of faith, love and hope.” 
 

The Necessity of 

Personal Participation 

at Mass 
The Cardinal emphasized that “as 

much as the means of 
communication perform a valued 
service to the sick and those who are 
unable to go to church, and have 
performed a great service in the 
broadcast of Holy Mass at a time 
when there was no possibility of 
community celebrations, no 
broadcast is comparable to personal 
participation or can replace it.” 

On the contrary, he says, liturgies 
in which the faithful participate only 
virtually “risk distancing us from a 
personal and intimate encounter 
with the incarnate God” whose 
presence among His people was not 
virtual but Real, as He said: ”He who 
eats My flesh and drinks My blood 
remains in Me and I in him” (John 
6:56). 

Cardinal Sarah insists, “This 
physical contact with the Lord is vital, 
indispensable, and irreplaceable.” 
Therefore, he continues, “once the 
concrete measures that can be taken 
to reduce the spread of the virus to a 
minimum have been identified and 
adopted, it is necessary that all 
resume their place in the assembly of 
brothers and sisters” and to “invite 
and encourage again those brothers 
and sisters who have been 
discouraged, frightened, absent or 
uninvolved for too long.” 
 

Suggestions for a 

Return to the 

Celebration of the 

Eucharist 
The Letter suggests several 

“courses of action to promote a rapid  
<continuation on Page 7> 

http://www.stignatius.jp/en/
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St. Ignatius Church News and Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL MONTH TO 

“PROTECT ALL LIFE” 
Five years ago, in 2015, Pope Francis in 

his encyclical, “LAUDATO SI’: On the Care 
for our Common Home,” called the 
attention of all people around the world to 
tackle comprehensively the various 
ecological issues facing “our common 
home.” In this regard, he established 
September 1 as an annual “World Day of 
Prayer for the Care of Creation.”  

The bishops of Japan, in response to the 
Papal visit in November last year, have 
designated a special period of time, 
September 1 to October 4, 2020, to put 
into action the various messages that Pope 
Francis sent out from Japan to the world 
and to deepen understanding, reflect, 
pray, and act according to the theme of the 
Papal visit “Protect All Life.” The message 
concerning the gift of life is exactly the 
concrete manifestation of the message 
written in “LAUDATO SI’.” 

Archbishop Takami, President of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan, 
addressed everyone, saying that, “in order 
to protect all life, it is evidently important 
to make changes in our lifestyle and daily 
habits. The entire Japanese Church must 
deepen consciousness and commitment to 
protecting all life, and work with the 
people of the local community, especially 
the youth, in taking concrete actions.” 

The special month has passed. At all 
Masses we prayed the “Christian Prayer for 
the Protection of Life.” However, beyond 
communal praying, have we “reaffirmed 
our personal vocation to be stewards of 
creation”? Have we thanked God for the 
wonderful handiwork which he has 
entrusted to our care? Have we implored 
his help for the protection of creation as 
well as his pardon for the sins committed 
against the world in which we live? Has 
conversion happened and somehow 
changed our way of living? So far, what 
concrete actions concerning 
environmental issues have we done 
personally, as families, communities, or 
church, to answer this call? 

Remember this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last year, on June 9, 2019, St Ignatius Parish celebrated the 20th anniversary of 
the dedication of the present church. This year, with the pandemic bringing havoc 
to a lot of scheduled church activities and plans, there was no way of 
commemorating this event on the actual date and in the way we wanted to. 
Nevertheless, on October 11, at the 10 a.m. Japanese Mass, the occasion will be 
celebrated and remembered in the other Masses as well. During the English 
Mass, we will remember with gratitude the significance of the occasion in the 
lives of the foreign community and those who have been part of its history, in 
particular those who returned to the Father last year, – Fr Kōichi Matsumoto, Br 
Hernández, Fr Adolfo Nicolás, and others. In the afternoon, from 3:00-400 p.m. in 
the main church, there will be two presentations on “How we Faced the Corona 
Situation.” The English Center will be represented by the leaders of the SIIYM (St 
Ignatius International Youth Ministry). The activity will be live-streamed. Watch 
for the announcement on how to access the event.   
 

Living Rosary  
October 25, 2020, 4th Sunday,  

5:20 – 6:00 PM 

 

This year let us pray the Rosary with the 

Theme: Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth: 

Pray for the healing of humanity; pray for the 

healing of the Earth, our common home; pray 

for us! 

Listen to the testimonies of miracles that 

occurred in different parts of the world as a 

result of the recitation of the Holy Rosary.  

The five decades will be led by the different 

communities of St Ignatius—Japanese, 

Filipino, Vietnamese, African, and Spanish.  

Depending on weather conditions and 

complying with guidelines for the prevention 

of COVID-19, this activity will be held on the 

church lawn. 

 All the faithful of St Ignatius Church are 

warmly invited to attend. 

 

http://www.stignatius.jp/en/
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St. Ignatius Church News and Events 

HOMILY CORNER 
(abridged) 
 
First Reading: Jer 20:7–9 
Second Reading: Romans 12:1–2 
Gospel Reading: Mt 16:21–27 
 

One of my staff members in the university asked me recently, “Father, how can we find the will of God in troubled times?” I 
was reminded of this because of the readings today.  

One of the most difficult tasks for us, not only in troubled times, is to find the will of God. Basically it is because we are 
human beings and are inclined to think like Peter did in the Gospel. When Jesus started showing the disciples that he was about 
to suffer and die at the hands of authorities, Peter told Jesus, “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you!” And 
Jesus told him, “Peter, you are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” 

On the one hand, we recognize that it is very difficult to find the will of God as we are human beings. On the other hand, I 
believe that, if we do not seek and find God’s will a little more in our individual and social choices, we will not be able to make 
our life and society better and peaceful. For example, in today’s context of the abundance of information, how do you find what 
is good and what is bad, what is right and what is wrong, what is fake or what is real? Or how can we make decisions when 
there are multiple options and possibilities to choose from, especially about our own life vocation, like marriage or job and 
social commitments, etc.?  

We have Jesus, his teachings, and Gospel values as guideposts. Jesus’ words today give us some hints. It may not always 
lead to success and be a good experience, and it may not be the majority decision as in a democratic system, so we need to be 
very careful. Let me make some reflections on this point of finding the will of God.  

The process of finding God’s will is called “discernment.” It is not just making a decision on priorities but rather seeking the 
will of God as much as possible in our selections or choices. In the Second Reading, St Paul rightly points out: “Do not conform 
yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and pleasing and perfect.” How can we discover God’s will when we face a major decision? Let me mention some 
guidelines I have found helpful.  

St Ignatius’ basic principle is that “I am created by God” and “whatever I choose must basically be helpful for the purpose of 
my creation.” Based on this principle: First, commit your decision to God. In prayer, ask God to guide you and make his will 
known to you. Second, seek guidance from Scriptures. This guidance is to be from Jesus not from Peter. Third, understand your 
circumstances. God is not only working in us. God also is working around us. Often God guides us through our circumstances. 
Fourth, seek Godly advice. God has given some people a special gift of wisdom, and when we face a decision, it is often helpful 
to seek their counsel. Fifth, trust the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Finally, trust God for the outcome. Once God leads us to make a 
decision, do not draw back. Instead, trust God’s leading, and believe he will go before you – for he really does! Still sometimes 
we need to be open to things, as Pope Francis showed us - to be open to realities and listen, with the Pope’s “who am I to 
judge?” approach. Remember: God loves us, and wants us to know his will. Seek it . . . discover it . . . and then do it. God is 
always there.  

 
 Welcome to the Christian World! 

Sali Augustine SJ, PhD  

サリ アガスティン 

Professor, Faculty of Global Studies, Sophia 

University, Tokyo, Japan 

 

Chum James Canales 

Harry Lincoln Diaz 

Ryuichi Uno Angelo 

Takahashi 

http://www.stignatius.jp/en/
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Feature Article 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHOM SHALL I SEND? 
By Sr. Flor Florece, F.I. 

 
“I the Lord of sea and sky 
I have heard my people cry 
       ...Who will bear my light to them? 
          Whom shall I send?” 
 
Waiting for Refugee Status 

I left my country Cameroon on 
December 12, 2019 in fear and confusion, 
traumatized by a war I had never 
experienced. I was hunted and had no 
choice but to escape. I came to Japan and 
was trying to adjust to the new 
environment when the frightful news of a 
killer virus filled every television and radio 
in the world. Fear, confusion, trauma set in 
again. I thought of my family back home. I 
prayed for the pandemic to end soon. My 
only source of comfort was the Sunday 
English Mass but like other Masses it was 
not open to us. My situation kept getting 
worse. I remained indoors for weeks and 
my thought was, if I die what will become 
of my family? Please God, help me! There 
were many days I did not have food and 
only water sustained me. But the fear of 
being infected was more than that of 
hunger. Then I learned my country started 
to have cases of the virus, including my 
region and so my stress doubled. How will 
my family manage in this situation without 
the father of the house at home? My wife 
called and we were both crying! I have 
gone through hard times since the 
outbreak of this virus but the worst 
situation in life is when a war pushes a 
comfortable family head to live in fear in 
another country and sometimes is forced 
to beg. 
 
Homeless 

Especially on Sundays, I see him 
standing still for hours, holding a magazine 
for sale, either in front of Yotsuya station 
or at the corner intersection near the 
church. Only the eyes move, alert, hoping 
for a prospective buyer. From the sale of 
one magazine, 150 yen goes to him as 
commission. I wonder how many 
magazines he sells in a day to sustain his 
basic needs? 

One day he asked me, “When is the 
church opening?” Obviously, most of his  

buyers are parishioners. Our conversation 
continued to, “Have you tried to apply for 
the 100,000 yen government subsidy?” 
He replied with a wry smile, “Mou, 
akiramemashita! (Already, we have given 
up!) Our leader said, it is impossible! We 
have no permanent address.” That day, I 
gave him a bottle of water and my 
sandwich. Since then, I have never seen 
him again. 
 
A Dream Kept Hanging 
Because of the Syrian war, we separated 
as friends in 2014. I left with my family for 
Lebanon as refugees (after a cousin died 
because of bombing), while he traveled to 
Germany after paying a ransom for his 
life. For four years I did not have any news 
about him. Then I left my family to study 
in Japan. A year later, our friends in Syria 
created the WhatsApp group and we got 
reconnected. After a long-distance 
relationship, he eventually became my 
fiancé. 

It is a funny but sad story. After the 
proposal online we planned to meet in 
Japan in May, but due to the coronavirus 
his flight was canceled and so we have 
postponed our wedding ceremony in St. 
Ignatius church many times since then. I 
never thought I will get married like this, 
that is, not having a “live engagement” 
and getting married to a man I will not 
see in person before the marriage 
ceremony. Religious marriage is very 
important to us, to our community and 
society in Syria. We do not accept mere 
civil marriage. We want the blessing of 
God. Furthermore, my flight to visit my 
mother and sisters has been canceled. I 
wanted to see them and buy a wedding 
dress for myself. Instead it was my sister 
who bought one for me and sent it to me.  

My fiancé has been waiting the last 
months for any update from the Japanese 
embassy in Germany. And when he saw a 
little change, he hoped to get a Visit visa. I 
sent him a recommendation letter from 
Father Bony, who will be the priest for our 
ceremony. The Japanese consul said that 
it is better to get married first in Japan 
then get a spouse visa to travel. So I went 
to the Ward Office to apply for the 
Marriage Certificate, but it was their first 
Syrian case and they wanted to study the 
application –for many months. I never 
thought the coronavirus could complicate 
my dreams so much. 
 
Mourning Losses 

Since the news of the coronavirus, I 
got a feeling that it will take time and so 
we could not go home to the Philippines. I 
got worried because I had promised my 
mother that I would see her soon. She 
was turning 84 on April 1 and she was 
looking forward to all of us being there for 
the celebration. Sad to say, many things 
changed. International flights were 
cancelled, the Philippines was in 
lockdown and everyone was forced to 
stay home. Since then, when I would 
“chat” with her and the family, I could feel  

sadness in their voices. My brothers 
and sisters could not easily visit my 
ageing parents. My father, at 87, 
tried hard to cope with the situation 
but eventually he got weaker, sick 
and after a few weeks we lost him. I 
was so shocked and hurt. I could not 
do anything! I missed him terribly 
and felt sorry I could not see him for 
the last time. I felt the pain of the 
whole family.  

My mother managed to be 
strong and asked us all to entrust 
everything to God. She has been sick 
the past 8 years and she showed 
courage and faith. During the wake, 
which I saw via Messenger, I saw my 
brothers and sisters lifting her from 
the wheelchair to see my father for 
the last time. She cried and in a soft 
voice began singing love songs, their 
favorite songs. Then she said, “Soon 
I will be the next.” I could not 
console my mother. I could not be by 
her side. All I could do was cry and 
pray. 

Early one morning, my cellphone 
kept on ringing and I felt something 
strange. It was my sister telling me 
that they had rushed my mother to 
the hospital and she was in very 
critical condition. I felt as if a basket 
full of ice cubes doused my entire 
body. After a few minutes, they told 
me she was gone! My parents 
passed away the same month, May 
2020. 
 
A Migrant’s Family 

To be with people and to help 
people is what matters most to me. I 
have a daughter living with me, and 
she took care of the rent and other 
needs. I looked after the children 
who were taking online classes while 
their parents worked. I cooked for 
them and even taught them to bake, 
make native desserts, and prepare 
simple dishes. Both parents and 
children are happy with their new 
culinary skills. Now the children are 
back at school, but I still cook for 
them and clean their house two or 
three times a week.  

The pandemic has affected a lot 
the poor in the Philippines, my 
native country. I am thankful to God 
for providing me with several jobs. 
Through my salary, I have been able 
to help my sibling’s children 
continue with their studies. Sending 
them the little money I earn brings 
so much joy to them.   
 
The above accounts are but few 
examples of concrete faces of 
parishioners in St Ignatius affected 
by the pandemic. Their number is 
multiplied by hundreds and 
thousands if we think of the world 
situation. This month of October is 
Mission Month. Pope Francis in his 
message this year (cf. page 1) said,  

http://www.stignatius.jp/en/
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Continue Reading 

<continuation from Page 6> 

“The COVID pandemic is an opportunity for 
mission and service to others.”   

“Whom shall I send?” As the lyrics of 
the above familiar song go, “I will go, Lord, 
if you lead me…” The Catholic Church has 
outlined the how very clearly. There are 
the Corporal Works of Mercy: feed the 
hungry, give water to the thirsty, clothe the 
naked, shelter the homeless, visit the sick, 
the imprisoned, ransom the captive, bury 
the dead; and the Spiritual Works of 
Mercy: instruct the ignorant, counsel the 
doubtful, admonish sinners, bear patiently 
those who wrong us, forgive offenses, 
comfort the afflicted, pray for the living 
and the dead. Have we forgotten? 

 
<continuation from Page 1> 

societies and cultures in every place and 
time. 

Mission is a free and conscious 
response to God’s call. Yet we discern this 
call only when we have a personal 
relationship of love with Jesus present in 
his Church. Let us ask ourselves: are we 
prepared to welcome the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives, to listen to the call 
to mission, whether in our life as married 
couples or as consecrated persons or those 
called to the ordained ministry, and in all 
the everyday events of life? Are we willing 
to be sent forth at any time or place to 
witness to our faith in God the merciful 
Father, to proclaim the Gospel of salvation 
in Jesus Christ, to share the divine life of 
the Holy Spirit by building up the Church? 
Are we, like Mary, the Mother of Jesus, 
ready to be completely at the service of 
God’s will (cf. Lk 1:38)? This interior 
openness is essential if we are to say to 
God: “Here am I, Lord, send me” 
(cf. Is 6:8). And this, not in the abstract, but 
in this chapter of the life of the Church and 
of history. 

Understanding what God is saying to 
us at this time of pandemic also represents 
a challenge for the Church’s mission. 
Illness, suffering, fear, and isolation 
challenge us. The poverty of those who die 
alone, the abandoned, those who have 
lost their jobs and income, the homeless, 
and those who lack food challenge us. 
Being forced to observe social distancing 
and to stay at home invites us to 
rediscover that we need social 
relationships as well as our communal 
relationship with God. Far from increasing 
mistrust and indifference, this situation 
should make us even more attentive to our  

way of relating to others. And prayer, in 
which God touches and moves our hearts, 
should make us ever more open to the 
need of our brothers and sisters for 
dignity and freedom, as well as our 
responsibility to care for all creation. The 
impossibility of gathering as a Church to 
celebrate the Eucharist has led us to share 
the experience of the many Christian 
communities that cannot celebrate Mass 
every Sunday. In all of this, God’s 
question: “Whom shall I send?” is 
addressed once more to us and awaits a 
generous and convincing response: “Here 
am I, send me!” (Is 6:8). God continues to 
look for those whom he can send forth 
into the world and to the nations to bear 
witness to his love, his deliverance from 
sin and death, his liberation from evil 
(cf. Mt 9:35-38; Lk 10:1-12). 

The celebration of World Mission Day 
is also an occasion for reaffirming how 
prayer, reflection and the material help of 
your offerings are so many opportunities 
to participate actively in the mission of 
Jesus in his Church. The charity expressed 
in the collections that take place during 
the liturgical celebrations of the third 
Sunday of October is aimed at supporting 
the missionary work carried out in my 
name by the Pontifical Mission Societies, 
in order to meet the spiritual and material 
needs of peoples and Churches 
throughout the world, for the salvation of 
all. 

May the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Star of Evangelization and Comforter of 
the Afflicted, missionary disciple of her 
Son Jesus, continue to intercede for us 
and sustain us. 

 
<continuation from Page3> 

and safe return to the celebration of the 
Eucharist.” However, “due attention to 
hygiene and safety regulations cannot 
lead to the sterilization of gestures and 
rites, to the instilling, even unconsciously, 
of fear and insecurity in the faithful.” 

Instead, “it is up to the prudent but firm 
action of the Bishops to ensure that the 
participation of the faithful in the 
celebration of the Eucharist is not 
reduced by public authorities to a 
‘gathering’, and is not considered 
comparable or even subordinate to forms 
of recreational activities.” 

Once again citing Sacrosanctum 
Concilium, Cardinal Sarah makes clear 
that civil authorities cannot legislate on  

liturgical norms. On the contrary, 
“only the competent ecclesiastical 
authorities” can legislate in this 
area. 
 

Respect for 

Liturgical Norms 
During these difficult times, the 

Letter says, “The participation of 
the faithful in liturgical 
celebrations should be facilitated, 
but without improvised ritual 
experiments and in full respect of 
the norms contained in the 
liturgical books which govern their 
conduct.” It also recognizes the 
right of the faithful “to receive the 
Body of Christ and to worship the 
Lord present in the Eucharist in the 
manner provided for, without 
limitations that go even beyond 
what is provided for by the norms 
of hygiene issued by public 
authorities or Bishops.” 
 

A sure Principle:  

Obedience to the 

Bishops 
On this point, Cardinal Sarah 

gives a precise indication: “A sure 
principle in order not to err is 
obedience. Obedience to the norms 
of the Church, obedience to the 
Bishops.” He says, “In times of 
difficulty (e.g., wars, pandemics), 
Bishops and Episcopal Conferences 
can give provisional norms which 
must be obeyed. Obedience 
safeguards the treasure entrusted to 
the Church. These measures given 
by the Bishops and Episcopal 
Conferences expire when the 
situation returns to normal.” 
 

Public Health and  

Eternal Salvation 
The Church, Cardinal Sarah says 

in conclusion, “will continue to 
cherish the human person as a 
whole.” While our earthly existence 
is important, he says, eternal life is 
far more so; and thus, “the Church 
unites proclamation and 
accompaniment towards the eternal 
salvation of souls with the necessary 
concern for public health.” 
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Important Notices for October and Onwards 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for October 2020 
 
The Laity's Mission in the Church 
We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, 
may participate more in areas of responsibility in the Church. 

Mission 2030 Prayer Intention: 
October 2020 

May we, who believe in God, share the news of the 
salvation of Jesus Christ to those who are in need and to 

our fellow believers. 

Staff of St. Ignatius Church 
Pastor: Fr. Ryuichiro Hanafusa, S.J. 
 
Associate and Support Priests: 

 Fr. Sang-won Lee S.J. Fr. Bony James S.J. 
 Fr. Manuel Silgo S.J. Fr. Generoso Florez S.J. 
 Fr. Javier Garralda S.J.  

 
Brother: Bro. Hiroaki Yoshiba S.J. 
Sister: Sr. Ivette Sanchez, M.C. 
 
John de Britto English Center: 
 
Fr. Bony James, S.J. Director  
 Adelfa Armentia Sr. Flor Florece FI 
 Sr. Leny Fery FdCC  

For all those who made this monthly 
Bulletin possible,  

we extend our deepest gratitude.  
Thank you very much! 

The suspicion has 

reached all parts. 

How is your temperature?  

I will not permit you to take my milk before checking. 

 

The International Community of St 

Ignatius mourns the loss of His 

Excellency Archbishop Joseph 

Chennoth, Apostolic Nuncio of Japan, 

who died September 7 in Tokyo. He 

was 76. He served the Church in Japan 

from August 2011 and was the main 

organizer for the Papal Visit of Pope 

Francis November 2019. Parishioners 

remember his simplicity, gentleness, 

zeal for the mission and love for 

migrants. Eternal rest grant to your 

Servant, O Lord! 

 

Pope Francis signed a new encyclical on October 3 in Assisi, Italy. 
Entitled Fratelli tutti or “All Brothers,” it is about fraternity and social 
friendship. 

The title recalls a central theme of his papacy. On the evening of his 
election to the papacy on 13 March 2013, Pope Francis first greeted the 
world with the word “brothers.” The theme of fraternity is also present in 
his constant embrace of migrants, epitomized in his pastoral visit to 
Lampedusa. His signing of the Document on Human Fraternity in Abu 
Dhabi in 2019 marks one more reference to his dedication to promoting 
brotherly love. 
 

Mass Celebrants for the month 
Here are the Mass Celebrants for October.  

 
Date 12:00 NN Mass 4:30 PM Mass 
Oct. 4 Fr. Hanafusa Fr. Firmansya 

Oct. 11 Fr. Chiesa Fr. Veliath 
Oct. 18 Fr. Bony Fr. Luhata 
Oct. 25 Fr. Veliath Fr. Sali 
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