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St. Ignatius Parish celebrated its Church 

Festival on October 10 with the theme 
HOPE. What made it special was the fact 
that it was celebrated in the context of the 
Ignatian Year. 

Fr. Ryūichirō Hanafusa, our Pastor, said, 
“Usually, when we think of “festival” in our 
church, we gather together, eat, dance, and 
sing. But because of the pandemic we 
cannot do that. This year our celebration is 
on-line. We HOPE everybody can enjoy 
themselves and share with one another.” 

In the morning, an International Mass 
was celebrated and live-streamed in four 
major languages – Japanese, English, 
Vietnamese and Spanish. The homily was 
presented by four Jesuits, each in his native 
language, sharing his perspective on HOPE, 
and linking it with our Patron, St. Ignatius of 
Loyola. 

In his homily, Fr. Hanafusa started with a 
thought-provoking question: Where or how 
do we encounter HOPE?  For St. Ignatius, 
HOPE was “born” not from a challenge but 
from his wounds. He was a man with many 
plans for himself (Plan A), but because of his 
injury these came to naught! Wondering 
what he should do, he pursued alternatives 
but again met with difficulties. However, he 
did not give up. From these sprang Plan B, 
where God was leading him. This eventually 
paved the way to the founding of the 
Society of Jesus. As Fr. Hanafusa said, “St. 
Ignatius was a Plan B Saint!”  

Fr. Bony James, said, “The Christian idea 
of HOPE rests on the faith that all  things are 
possible with God. As we look at our parish, 
I am glad to observe that we have a lot of 
things to hope for. It gives us hope that we 
are   able   to   come   together   in   a  virtual  

 

 
 

 

  
 

 
platform like this in spite of the differences 
in language, culture, and customs. It gives 
us hope that in spite of limitations and 
restrictions due to the present crisis caused 
by the pandemic, we are able to be in 
touch with our parishioners through the 
media. It gives us hope, as we witness 
today, that we have many young and old 
who are generously volunteering at the 
church to keep it moving with its daily 
activities.” 

He added, “Along with hope, is 
THANKSGIVING. It is a time to thank the 
Lord. In times of plenty we tend to forget; 
in times of famine, we accuse God of 
forgetting.  This Mass is a symbolic 
celebration. Here we resolve  never to take 
our blessings for granted. At times God 
leads us through abundant blessings, as he 
did before the corona times when we were 

so blessed to celebrate Mass freely. At 
other times, God allowed us to go 
through difficult times such  as not being 
able to attend Mass or receive him. 
However, this morning we thank him for 
everything. For many of us, it is a hard time 
in many ways: mentally, economically, and 
spiritually. However, let us not give up 
hope. In God`s wisdom everything has a 
meaning, and nothing happens without his 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

by Sr. Flor Florece, F.I 
knowledge.” Fr. Bony then shared the 
famous poem, “Footprints in the Sand.” 

Fr. Nguyễn Thanh Nhã started by 
thanking God for the occasion of being 
able to celebrate as one multi-cultural 
community. He reminded the 
Vietnamese group, “Like St. Ignatius, we 
are invited not to trust and HOPE in God 
only when everything is okay, but most 
importantly when things are not okay, 
like in this time of the corona.” 

Fr. Javier Garralda, speaking in 
Spanish, said HOPE is necessary in this 
time of the pandemic. However, it is not 
just to believe in the words of Jesus, “Do 
not fear. I will be with you until the end 
of time.” This too is HOPE, but HOPE is 
more than this! God wants us to work 
with him and strengthen our HOPE by 
putting into practice what we learn from 
the pandemic. A basic lesson is 
SOLIDARITY! We are all suffering. We 
need to help and share because this is 
where HOPE lies. The sad reality is the 
rich is becoming richer, the poor, poorer. 
He ended by saying, “Let us ask the 
intercession of St. Ignatius, that from 
now on, we may have Solidarity and 
share with one another!” 
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2021 Church Festival Celebrates with the Theme: Hope 
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That 2021 CTIC Planners and the Daily Gospel 2021 by the Claretians Communication 
Foundation is already available in the English Center? Start the 2022 Liturgical Year with it. It is 
also a great gift for yourself and others this Christmas! Come while supply lasts! 

 

That finally the Church Cleaning Schedule is out? If you want to volunteer, you can still catch up. The next one is on 

Nov. 11, Monday, for Joseph Hall, etc. It has been 2 years since we had a general cleaning because people could not 

get together. So come and participate. We certainly need more hands, or you can donate cleaning materials. Get an 

application form at the Main Church magazine rack. 

That preparations for the “New Synodal Way” began on October 9? In his official 

Twitter page (Pope Francis @Pontifex 9), His Holiness wrote, “Let us #PrayTogether so 

that the reflections and exchanges of this Assembly might help us rediscover the joy 

of being the People of God who journey together, listening to everyone. #Synod 

#Listening Church Diocesan Level talks in Japanese are scheduled from October 2021 

to March 2021 to deepen and understand its objectives. For other languages one can 

access the Vatican website directly. 

That we have been gifted by God with a new priest in the person of Rev. Fr. Peter 
Nguyễn Văn Toàn, SJ? He was ordained September 4 in St. Ignatius, the fourth 
Vietnamese priest to serve the Japan mission of the Society of Jesus. Due to the 
pandemic, only a few could attend, but you can access 
https://www.facebook.com/conggiaovietnamtainhatban/photos for more details. 

That there are changes to the new "Mass Ceremony and the 1st to 4th Canons"? A booklet in 

Japanese was published October 19, so we could learn and understand the changes in the formula 

for the implementation of the Mass based on the 3rd edition of the Roman Missal. It is meant to be 

implemented starting from the 1st Sunday of Advent next year. A must-have material for all 

believers participating in the Mass.  

Released by日本カトリック典礼委員会 

 

 “Together let us pray and work for our common home in these times of grave planetary crisis.” He encourages 

everyone to question the way we live and to turn “towards lifestyles that are simpler and more respectful of the 

environment.” He urged all to take “decisive, urgent action to transform this crisis into an opportunity.” At St. 

Ignatius, we have not yet focused on this theme and how to concretize it in the parish, but it does not keep us from 

responding to what is asked of us, at individual or group levels, when we gather in the church. How about starting 

from better garbage/plastic management, more consciousness in the use of church facilities such as electricity and 

water, especially now that winter is approaching?  

That Pope Francis declared September 5 to October 4 “Laudato Si’ 

Month”? This Encyclical “On Care for our Common Home” released in 

2015, remains a necessity, an urgency, a great challenge for all nations. He 

invited Christians (who make up more than 25% of the world’s population) 

and non-Christians alike to participate in the “2021 Season of Creation” 

campaign. This has been renewed, by signing and promoting the "Healthy 

Planet, Healthy People" Petition, which will be presented to world leaders 

at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26), scheduled to take place in 

Glasgow, Scotland November 11-12, 2021. 

(https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-09/pope-season-of-

creation-laudato-si-movement.html).  

 

https://www.facebook.com/conggiaovietnamtainhatban/photos
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-09/pope-season-of-creation-laudato-si-movement.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-09/pope-season-of-creation-laudato-si-movement.html
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The Catholic Faith 
  The pandemic had deprived most of us of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. When was the last time you availed yourself 

of it? Yes, COVID-19 has greatly restricted not only our physical movements but likewise our Sacramental life. Pope 
Francis, like the Good Shepherd concerned with the spiritual “health” of his flock, recently gave a beautiful catechism on 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. He invited especially young people to look at it in a new way. Here, we share with you 
excerpts of his talk, taken from the Vatican News written by Andrea Tornielli. 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-09/confession-sacrament-pope-francis-joy-editorial.html 

 

A New Outlook on Confession, the Sacrament of Joy 
by Andrea Tornielli (Vatican News) 

 

It is not the sacrament, scarcely frequented these days, that is changing. What the Pope proposes is a completely 
different outlook on confession, different from the experience of so many Christians and different from a certain 
historical legacy. First of all, the Pope indicated that within the sacrament lies "the remedy" for the moments in life 
when we are down. "If I ask you what you think about when you go to confession, I am almost certain of the answer: 
sins. But are sins really the focus of confession? Does God want you to approach him by thinking about you and your 
sins, or about him?" 

The Christian way, Pope Francis said, begins with taking a step backward, with removing oneself from the center to 
make room for God. This same criterion, this same outlook, applied to confession, can provoke a smaller or greater 
Copernican revolution in the life of each person: I am no longer at the center of the sacrament of penance, humiliated 
with my list of sins — perhaps always the same ones — to be told with difficulty to the priest. At the center is the 
encounter with God who welcomes, embraces, forgives, raises up. 

"One does not go to confession," the Pope explained, “as chastised people who must humble themselves, but as 
children who run to receive the Father's embrace. And the Father lifts us up in every situation, He forgives our every 
sin. Hear this well: God always forgives! Do you understand? God always forgives!" One is not going to a judge to settle 
accounts, but "to Jesus who loves me and heals me". 

Pope Francis advised priests to "feel" in God's place: "Let them feel themselves to be in the place of God the Father 
who always forgives and embraces and welcomes. Let us give God first place in confession. If God, if he, is the 
protagonist, everything becomes beautiful, and confession becomes the Sacrament of joy. Yes, of joy: not of fear and 
judgment, but of joy". 

This new outlook on the sacrament of penance proposed by the Pope, therefore, asks us not to remain prisoners of 
shame for our sins — shame which "is a good thing" — but to overcome it, because "God is never ashamed of you. He 
loves you right there, where you are: ashamed of yourself. And he  loves you, always". To those who still cannot forgive 
themselves, believing that not even God can do it "because I will always fall into the same sins," Pope Francis says, 
"When does God take offence? When you go to ask him for forgiveness? No, never. God suffers when we think he can't 
forgive us, because it is like telling him, 'You are weak in love!' Instead, God rejoices in forgiving us, every time. When 
he raises us up, he believes in us as he did the first time, He does not get discouraged. We are the ones who are 
discouraged, he is not. He does not see sinners to label, but children to love. He does not see people who have erred, 
but beloved children; wounded, perhaps; and then he has even more compassion and tenderness. And every time we 
confess — never forget this — there is a celebration in heaven. May it be the same on earth!" 
 
As we are about to end the Liturgical Year (Advent starts November 28), let the Sacrament of Reconciliation be on the 
top of our TO DO list! 
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https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-09/confession-sacrament-pope-francis-joy-editorial.html
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St. Ignatius Church News and Events 
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Plan A, a “Live Festival”, could not be held and so we did Plan B, livestreaming and on-line event. Thanks to the creative minds of the “sons 

and daughters” of St. Ignatius, it turned out to be a great success! Interesting to note that even after a week, people continued to view 

them. More than four-thousand views for the International Mass, three-thousand for the Online activity. See for yourself and hear more 

about the person of St. Ignatius from the interview of several Jesuits. Learn how to make the St. Ignatius “polvoron”. See a moving and 

talking “mantis”, in the person of…, etc. Access https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUGcSRcfCyk&t=779s. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUGcSRcfCyk&t=779s
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Other Parish News and Events 

     

 

2021 Church Survey 

The result of the Church Survey conducted Oct. 2 and 3 is already out. 
The purpose was to find out more or less the average Mass attendance on 
a Saturday and a Sunday.  Total attendance for these two days was 1,053. 
Of these, 509 persons attended the Japanese Masses, 544 the foreign 
Masses. This implies that St. Ignatius continues to observe the prescribed 
limit of Mass attendees in the Main Church. The survey covered how 
many males, females, how many received communion or just a blessing, 
no communion, no blessing, making an interesting profile of our parish. 
Communities with highest attendance were the English and Vietnamese. 
Note that the survey did not include those who attended on-line.  

 

One day we received mail addressed to “The Sunday 
School Children.” It was a cute yellow card that said 
“THANKS A LOT!” Reading further it said, “We have received 
your donation c/o Sr. Kathleen Reiley (a Maryknoll Sister). 
With the money we decided to buy gifts for the children in 
the Pediatric Ward. Thank you for your kindness!!” (From 
the Pediatric Ward Parents’ Group of St. Luke International 
Hospital) 
  Do you remember that in the month of May this year, the 
Sunday School was supposed to lead the “Living Rosary” to 
honor the Blessed Virgin? Because of the pandemic, they 
could not do it “live,” so they did it on-line with one child 
assigned a particular petition   for the needs of children all 
over the world. An outcome of the activity was an 
inspiration to collect some amount to be given to “children 
in need.” The 20,000 yen collected went to the sick children 
in the above-mentioned hospital. Value formation has to 
start when the children are young! 
(Sunday School Parents/Catechists). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English Sunday School 

Angels’ Group 

October 9
th

. We, the Angels, had been looking forward to this day for 
months. It was Retreat day! Also, it was the first face-to-face event for us 
since February 2020. Thanks to Fr. Bony James, Sr. Leny Fery and 
Francesca Okada, we had a very precious and fruitful time. The retreat 
started at 10 am with Fr. Bony’s talk, followed by personal reflection, 
adoration, confession, and concluded with the anticipated Sunday Mass at 
4 pm. The theme was “UNITY“. The Holy Spirit really guided and united us 
as a group. We were renewed, enriched, and more than anything, 
blessed. We felt God loved and cared for us a lot. Now we would like to 
take the blessings we received and channel them into our future activities.                     
(Nina Ishikura) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living Rosary 

October 24, 5:30 p.m. Despite the uncertainty of the weather and the 
chilly temperature, this annual event to give honor to our Blessed Mother 
pushed through. The theme chosen this year was “HOPE in the midst of 
trials through our devotion to Mary.” With lights glowing in the night in 
the form of rosary beads, it appropriately brought the message across of 
how comforting it is to have a mother like Mary in moments of darkness 
in our life and the world! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Bazaar 

This annual event will be conducted November 28 and December 5. 
Usually, the money raised is pooled together and given as a Christmas 
donation to a certain country or group in need. Given the restrictions 
caused by the pandemic, participating Groups are encouraged to be 
creative, as food unfortunately cannot yet be sold. Borrowing words from 
Fr. Hanafusa, “If Plan A cannot be realized, then Plan B!” 

SIIYM 

Returning to Our Spiritual Roots: The young leaders of the 
St. Ignatius International Youth Ministry went to Susono in 
Shizuoka Prefecture for a Retreat and Leadership Workshop 
October 16-17. It was a weekend full of discoveries and 
rediscoveries, facilitated by Bro. Christian Mukadi, SJ, as well 
as by the incumbent representatives of SIIYM. A most-
awaited weekend, we were asked to ponder on where our 
NOURISHING EARTH is. Especially in this era of information 
overload, when limitless information can be at the tip of our 
hands, losing track of what and where we should be getting 
our spiritual nourishment from, can be deceivingly easy—if 
we are getting any at all!  
This retreat indeed allowed me to distance myself from the 
bustling crowds of Tokyo and rediscover the only truth that 
matters: that Jesus’ love is boundless, unconditional, and 
unending. (Francis Damian Adorable) 
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Special Feature  
     

Overcoming COVID-19 and Pneumonia 
Chronology of an “Insider” 

By Neil Day 
 
 
 
 
 
Shonan Kamakura General Hospital         Neil Day 

August 16 Monday 
On August 16, I went to a hospital to get an examination. During the past week, I had been coughing, had lost my appetite, and had 

shortness of breath. After a battery of tests, the doctors told me I had pneumonia, COVID-19, that my blood-oxygen levels were 
dangerously low and that I was in a life-and-death situation. They looked really frightened for me. They arranged for me to enter a local 
hospital. I was taken by ambulance to the Emergency Ward of Shonan-Kamakura General Hospital.  

I was immediately hooked to a strong oxygen infusion mask and a monitor that checked for heart rate and blood-oxygen level. The 
doctor was concerned. He described my forthcoming treatment and asked if there was anyone they could contact. He talked about 
intubation, but I kindly asked him not to do this. He also indicated that Remdesivir was the medicine being used to treat COVID-19. 

August 17 Tuesday 
I asked the doctor if Ivermectin could be used instead of Remdesivir. He replied that my condition was too advanced for Ivermectin. 

Earlier, my heart rate jumped to over 150 minutes per minute. Happily, the nurses got it under control.  My treatment began in earnest. 
Additional infusion drips of drugs, oral medicines, a CT scan and injections were administered to me.  I had no fever, nor aches and pains, 
but I had shortness of breath.  

August 18 Wednesday 
I was moved to a private room for about 2 days. Every day, lights came on at 7:00 am. Injections were administered, blood pressure and 

temperate measurements were taken before every meal. About every 2-3 days, blood samples were taken. I had brought my laptop 
computer, so using the hospital’s Wi-Fi, I could browse the Internet and write more easily to family and friends. I watched inspirational 
movies, listened to music, believing this would help the healing. 

August 19 Thursday 
My blood-oxygen level was steadily improving, fluctuating between the mid- to high-90s. I discovered later that it had dropped to a 

dangerous level of 80%. I later learned that my pneumonia had been severe. 
August 20 Friday 

My sister, Avril, called or emailed almost every day. Some friends called or emailed me regularly. A big thank you to everyone, to 
members of St. Ignatius Church, for all of the prayers said for me 

August 21 Saturday 
The doctor came and indicated my condition was stabilizing. I was feeling better, too. I was then later moved to a spacious ward. I was 

very happy to be able to join Mass online at St. Ignatius Church, Tokyo. 
August 24 Tuesday 

My oxygen mask was changed to a much lighter mask. That was so nice. My doctor was happy with my progress. My cough was 
beginning to ease, and I was eating well. I had never lost the taste for food. 

August 25 Wednesday 
The oxygen mask was taken off permanently. One of the nurses seemed genuinely surprised at my progress, exclaiming “Sugoi desu!” / 

(Amazing)! I was moved to ‘Rehab,’ where I was encouraged to walk, though I was a bit unsteady.  
August 26 Thursday 

The nursing staff took another CT scan. My chest and lungs felt as though they had been hit with a tennis racket, as did my head, 
without the pain. My energy levels were very low. and movement was lethargic. But I was feeling better. 

August 27 Friday 
The doctor came by and said that if my forthcoming Sunday blood test result was good then I could leave the hospital on the following 

day, August 30. This was really great news and a pleasant surprise. 
August 29 Sunday 

The remaining infusion drips were removed. A blood sample was taken. Later a nurse came by, saying the blood test was good, and I 
could go home the next day at 11 a.m. She arranged a taxi for me. I was delighted.   

August 30 Monday 
I had my last breakfast at the hospital. Later, a nurse came to scan my bag of belongings for safety purposes. She gave me some 

paperwork and lead me to my taxi. She and some other nursing staff waved goodbye and then I was on my home. It was a marvelous 
feeling. It was so nice to see daily life on the streets and it was a beautiful warm day. I got out of the taxi at Fujisawa Station and found I 
had to walk slowly and needed the handrails when climbing stairs. But I was very happy. The doctor had said I must recuperate at home till 
September 20

.
 Arriving home finally was so nice. I am grateful to all of the doctors and nurses who did a fantastic job to heal me and enable 

me to go home. 
To Christ the King and Our Blessed Mother 

Thank you for being with me throughout my illness. Everyday in my mind, I could see you and I felt such great warmth, love, gentleness, 
and reassurance. I could see your gentle warm smiles. I called on you, Jesus, everyday as Christ the King. I remember seeing your orange 
flame of warmth and that I was safe because you had me in your hands. And with Our Blessed Mother, I felt very safe and secure. It was 
you who inspired me to push myself to go to hospital. I felt that I had nothing to worry about. I had no fear. On reflection, this was and is 
your message, ‘Have No Fear.’ Thank you, Christ the King and our Blessed Mother! 
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John de Britto English Center 
 The Faith Formation Group, who meets once a month and welcomes everyone, including non-Catholics, invites the 
readers to go beyond the borders of St. Ignatius and attend the Conference below. The event provides a wide horizon 
and depth to how our faith is lived-out by different sectors of society, expressed in a plurality of charisms and mission 
and based on a noble heritage. With a wide range of topics, you can plot your own schedule based on your interest. 
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Important Notices 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Schedule of Masses, etc. 

WEEKDAYS: All in Japanese, Main Church 

 7:00 AM EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 12:00 NN / 6:00 PM* MASS OR EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 
12:00 NN(ELDERLY) 
6:00 PM (ANTICIPATED) 

SATURDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAYS: Main Church 

 7:00 AM / 8:30 AM / 10:00 AM / 6:00 PM JAPANESE MASS 

 12:00 NN ENGLISH MASS** 1:30 PM SPANISH MASS 

 3:00 PM VIETNAMESE MASS 4:30 PM ENGLISH MASS** 

         MASSES AT  OUR LADY’S CHAPEL 
         1

ST
 SUNDAY: 12:30 (PORTUGUESE)                                    4:00 PM  (POLISH) 

         2
ND

 AND 4
TH

 SUNDAY: 4:30 PM (INDONESIAN) 

 
 
**  

 
 
Registration Increased to 150 attendees !! Registration is open starting Monday, 9:00 AM and ends Friday 
5:00 PM or when the number limit is reached.  To register, access the QR codes below or the English website, 
www.stignatius.jp/en/ 
 

 

Staff of St. Ignatius Church 
Pastor: Fr. Ryuichiro Hanafusa, S.J. 
 
Associate and Support Priests: 

 Fr.  Kiyoshi Shibata S.J. Fr. Bony James S.J. 
 Fr. Manuel Silgo S.J. Fr. Generoso Florez S.J. 
 Fr. Javier Garralda S.J. Fr. Nguen Thanh Nha,S.J. 

 
Brother: Bro. Hiroaki Yoshiba S.J. 
Sister: Sr. Ivette Sanchez, M.C. 
 
John de Britto English Center: 

 
        Fr. Bony James, S.J. Director  
 Sr. Leny Fery, FdCC Sr. Flor Florece, FI 
  

 
 
 

 

12:00 NN 

Mission 2030 Prayer Intention: November 
May each one of us, who are invited to follow Christ, give thanks to Him for being with us always and may we fulfill our 

mission from God, in response to the love of Christ." 

 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for November 2021 
People who suffer from Depression 

We pray that people who suffer from depression or burn-out will find support and a light that opens them up to life.  

4:30 PM 
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For all those who made this Monthly Bulletin possible, we express our deepest gratitude.  
THANK YOU VERY MUCH and GOD BLESS! 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

November 
1

st
     All Saints Day 

2
nd

    All Souls Day 
14

th
  Tagalog Confession, Church Foyer 

           （Fr. Jody Magtoto, SJ, 11:30-2:30 p.m.） 
21

st
   Christ the King (Japanese Mass) 

                Confirmation Rites (10:00 a.m.) 
28

th
   First Sunday of Advent 

 

December 
12

th
   Advent Retreat, Our Lady’s Chapel 

              3:00 – 6.00 p.m. (Fr. Renzo de Luca, SJ） 
24

th
   Christmas Eve English Mass, 9:00 p.m. 

25
th

   Same as Sunday Schedule 
31

st
   End-of-the-Year Retreat: St. Joseph Hall 

              10:00-5:00 pm (Fr. Cyril Veliath, SJ) 
 

November: We commemorate all the faithful departed. LOVE 
keeps our connection alive. 

Flash News! 

http://www.stignatius.jp/en/

