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Dear Friends of St. Ignati us Church
Happy Feast Day of the Resurrecti on of 

our Lord!
“He has risen from the dead, and he is 

going before you to Galilee; there you will 
see him.” (Matt hew 28:7b)

My name is Toshiaki Koso, and I have 
been recently appointed to succeed Fr. 
Saturnino Ochoa as Pastor. I was born 
in 1947 on the island of Nomi (now the 
city of Etajima) in the Seto Inland Sea in 
Hiroshima Prefecture. In the spring of 
March 1967, I entered the Jesuit Noviti ate 
in Nagatsuka, a suburb of Hiroshima City, 
and on March 19, 1977, at the age of 
30, I was ordained a priest at the former 
St. Ignati us Church (Tokyo) by Cardinal 

Seiichi Shirayanagi. 
My family is of Akimonto(安芸門徒) 

descent, but I fi rst came into contact with 
Catholicism when I entered Hiroshima 
Gakuin Junior and Senior High School. The 
elementary school I att ended for six years 
was just across the Memorial Cathedral 
for World Peace. The bell ringing from 
the church at noon for the Angelus was a 
signal for me that lunch ti me had arrived.

On June 18, 1961, when I was in my 
third year of junior high school, I was 
bapti zed together with seven other 
students in Hiroshima Gakuin by the 
Spanish missionary Luis P. Ledesma. 
When I told Fr. Ledesma that I would 
choose Ignati us as my bapti smal saint, 
he was overjoyed for some reason. I told 
him that I meant to say “St. Ignati us of 
Anti och” (the Feast Day at that ti me was 
February 1), but he took it as “St. Ignati us 
of Loyola.” 

So I looked again to fi nd out who 
“Ignati us” was and what he had done in 
his lifeti me to make Fr. Ledesma so happy. 
This was my encounter with none other 
than the founder of the Jesuits himself. 
The bapti smal name was also transferred 
through this connecti on, and I wondered 
if St. Ignati us of Loyola has drawn me to 
him this ti me as well.

At the end of March this year, I reti red 
as President of the University of the 
Sacred Heart, Tokyo. Prior to that, I served 
at Sophia University for nearly 40 years as 
a faculty member in the Department of 
Educati on. During that ti me, in April 1999, 
I took over the positi on of Chancellor of 
Sophia School Corporati on from Fr. Joji 

Yamamoto and served unti l March 2018.
One of the most unforgett able 

memories was in 2013, when Sophia 
University celebrated the 100th 
Anniversary of its Foundati on and we 
held the commemorati ve Mass in the 
main chapel of St. Ignati us Church on 
November 1 (Feast of all Saints). The main 
celebrant was Cardinal Raff aele Farina, 
Special Representati ve of Pope Francis, 
who had come from Rome. St. Ignati us 
Church was full for the Commemorati on 
Mass.

Although I am not as experienced as Fr. 
Hermann Heuvers, Fr. Joji Yamamoto, Fr. 
Luis Cangas, and other priests of the past, 
I will do my very best as your new Pastor 
and would appreciate your support and 
cooperati on.

At this ti me we are also transiti oning to 
a super-smart society (Society 5.0) which 
is diffi  cult to predict. Pandemics, warfare, 
major earthquakes, climate change, and 
other global environmental issues are 
prompti ng us to change the way we have 
lived and the structure of society. Let us 
pray together and strive together to make 
St. Ignati us Church a “Galilee” where we 
can meet “the Risen One from the dead” 
and awaken to a new way of life and live 
in the fellowship of new life.

                
Fr. Toshiaki Koso, S.J.  
Pastor, St. Ignati us Church

Self-Introduction of Our New Pastor

Fr. Toshiaki Koso, S.J.  
髙祖　敏明, S.J.
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that last month was the 10th 
Anniversary of Pope Francis’ 
Pontificate? Yes, for the past 10 
years he has been shepherding the 
Catholic Church, the largest religious 

denomination in the world, with more than 13.5 billion 
members! 

And how would the Pope summarize his experience? 
“The first word that comes to me is that it seems like 
yesterday... Time flies… it’s in a hurry. When you want 
to grasp ‘today,’ it’s already ‘yesterday.’ To live like this 
is something ‘new.’ These ten years have been like this: 
living in tension.” 

As bishop that “came from the ends of the earth,” 
he did not expect to become the Pope who would lead 
the Universal Church in these precarious times, a world 
on the verge of “World War III.” When asked what he 
wanted as a gift for this important anniversary, he said 
“Peace! We need peace!”

Let us pray for Pope Francis. He is 86 and frail. Yet he 
continues with passion and courage to shepherd the 
flock at a time of intense ecclesial challenge!

                                         

that St. Ignatius Church is sending 12 delegates to the World Youth Day, in Lisbon Portugal 
August 1~6 this year? The Theme is: “Mary arose and went with haste” (Lk 1:39). Our 
participants come from various countries, reflecting the nature of our Parish. While most 
representatives are Japanese, there is also a Vietnamese, an Indonesian, a Filipino-Japanese 
and an African. We are especially happy that two come from the English community – Masato 
Uruno from the SIIYM (St. Ignatius International Youth Ministry) and Valerie Aurelia from John 
de Britto English Center. Let us support them with our prayers and needs as they prepare for 
the event.

that the Jesuits in Japan have a new Provincial? 
According to the Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific website 
(https://jcapsj.org/blog/2023/03/27/new-provincial-
of-japan/), General Arturo Sosa, SJ, has appointed Fr 
Tsutomu Sakuma, SJ, as the new Provincial. He will 
succeed Fr Renzo De Luca, SJ, who has been Provincial 
since 2017. 

Fr Sakuma brings 
with him a wealth 
of knowledge and 
experience after 
serving in various roles 
in the Society of Jesus 
for over four decades. 
As the Provincial, he 
will be responsible for 
the Jesuits’ mission 
and apostolic work in 
Japan. 

We thank Fr. De Luca 
for collaborating in many ways with St. Ignatius Church, 
and especially with the John de Britto English Center. In 
spite of his busy schedule, he celebrated Masses, gave 
retreats, and wrote articles for the English Bulletin. 
“Taihen osewa ni narimashita!”
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THE CATHOLIC FAITH

1. Easter is the feast of hope
“Dear sister, dear brother, even if in your heart you have buried hope, 
do not give up: God is greater. Darkness and death do not have the 
last word. Be strong, for with God nothing is lost!” (Homily, April 2020)

2. Easter celebrates the glory of love not of applause and audiences
“At Easter, God finally reveals his glory. He takes away the last veil 
and astonishes us as never before. We discover, in fact, that God’s 
glory is all love: pure love, mad and unthinkable, beyond every limit 
and measure…True glory is the glory of love, because it is the only 
one that gives life to the world. Certainly, this glory is the opposite 
of worldly glory, which comes when one is admired, praised, or 
acclaimed. The glory of God, on the other hand, is paradoxical: no 
applause, no audience. At the center there is not the ego, but the 
other. (Angelus, April 2019)

3. Easter is the feast of tombstones rolled away
“Why do you think that everything is hopeless, that no one can 
take away your tombstones? Why do you give in to resignation and 
failure? Easter is the feast of tombstones taken away--rocks rolled 
aside. God takes away even the hardest stones hiding our hopes and 
expectations. Easter is the exodus to love and goodness.
“This is what Easter is: it is the exodus, the passage of human beings from slavery to sin and evil to the freedom of love and 
goodness. Because God is life, life alone, and we are his glory: the living man.”(Easter message, March 31, 2013)

4. Easter brought radical news for all the world
“Easter is the event that brought radical news for every human being, for history and for the world: the triumph of life over death.
It is the feast of reawakening and of rebirth. Let us allow our lives to be conquered and transformed by the Resurrection!” (Regina 
Cæli, April 6, 2015)

5. To celebrate Easter is to allow Jesus to triumph
“To celebrate Easter is to believe once more that God constantly breaks into our personal histories, challenging our “conventions,” 
those fixed ways of thinking and acting that end up paralyzing us. To celebrate Easter is to allow Jesus to triumph over the craven 

fear that so often assails us and tries to bury every kind of hope.” 
(Homily, March 31, 2018)

6. Easter sacraments renew our life and our relationships
“The grace contained in the Sacraments of Easter (Baptism and 
Communion) is an enormous potential for the renewal of our personal 
existence, of family life, of social relations. However, everything passes 
through the human heart. If I let myself be touched by the grace of the 
Risen Christ, if I let him change me in that aspect of mine which is not 
good, which can hurt me and others, I allow the victory of Christ to 
be affirmed in my life, to broaden its beneficial action.” (Regina Cæli, 
April 1, 2013)

7. We are a people of hope
“Let us not quench the wavering flame (cf. Is 42:3) that never falters 
and let us allow hope to be rekindled.” (Blessing to the City and the 
World, March 27, 2020)

Source: https://universeoffaith.org/pope-francis-easter-quotes/  
(Copyright free)

POPE FRANCIS’ TOP QUOTES
ON EASTER

We are a people
of hope

Pope Francis
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ST. IGNATIUS NEWS AND CHURCH EVENTS

Youth Activities: Sakura Day - A gift from God
By Kotoe Kuroda, SIIYM

On March 26, the rain had not stopped since the day before, so 
we had to move our Hanami Language Café* indoors. At two o’clock, 
our planned time, just a few participants were present, so it seemed 
like the day would be quiet. But as more and more people entered, 
the room became vibrant with conversations, in both Japanese and 
English. One participant said, “The Language Café is great because 
I get to meet different kinds of people, including new ones!” 

After the 4:30 PM Mass, the sky was still gloomy, but we buttoned 
up and headed out for the Sakura Night Walk. ** Ikumi, the organizer 
of this event, kept us entertained with fun facts on the 2 km walk to 
Chidorigafuchi Park. There, we walked through a tunnel of flowers, and as we entered the illuminated area, we were enchanted 
by a magical feeling of flowers in various shades of pink. We were already excited, but the more we walked, the more awed 
we felt. All along the inner mote on one side was a white-looking curve of sakura, and closer to us was a curve of pink ones! 
Furthermore, there was a reflection of the flowers on the surface of the water! We could not help exclaiming “Waaa” and 
“Wow!” especially now that the sky was clearing up. 

With clear weather and still few people, and with the full blooming 
sakura all around us, we were assured that God was with us and that 
this was a gift from Him!  At the end of the walk, we were tired, but 
still we enjoyed talking to each other and could make it back to the 
station. 

* Language café started online in February 2022 to practice 
conversation in different languages.

** Yotsuya Walk started in November 2022. We explore 
surrounding areas of St. Ignatius Church while exchanging and 
practicing languages.

Language Café and Yotsuya Walk are open to all young people who 
want to practice English or Japanese, including those who have never 
been to church before!

Ordination to the Deaconate

Two young Japanese Jesuits, Francis Assisi 
Kōtarō Mori (森 晃太郎) and John Baptist 
Tetsurō Watanabe SJ (渡辺　徹郎) were 
ordained Deacons by the Archbishop of Tokyo, 
Tarcisius Isao Kikuchi, SVD. The ceremony was 
held on March 11 in St. Mary’s Chapel, the 
first since pandemic restrictions were eased. 
Deacon Mori currently works for young people 
and promotion of vocations, while Deacon 
Watanabe assists at the Jesuit China Center 
in Tokyo. The date for their ordination to the 
priesthood is set for September 23. They will 
be part of the delegation who will attend the 
World Youth Day in Portugal. 

Lenten Retreats

The Japanese community held their retreat March 
21 in the Main Church with Fr. Silvester Setsurō 
Horie SJ (堀江 節郎) as Retreat Master. The theme 
was, “Entering into the wounds of the Lord so as 
to meet the pain of my brothers” (主のおん傷の
中に入る、兄弟たちの痛みに出会うために). 
Many were present and many more viewed the 
retreat on YouTube:
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q44l-
QBhi08&t=152s). 
The English Community held their retreat on April 
2, Palm Sunday, in the 
St. Joseph Hall. It was 

conducted by Fr. Irinel Dobus, OFM Conventual. 
Receiving good feedback from the Yearend 
Retreat he gave the community last December, 
called “The Need for Happiness is the Need for 
God,” he connected this Lenten retreat with the 
theme “I Thirst,” While the first retreat dwelt on 
people’s thirst for being loved and feeling joy in 
this life, the second presented God’s thirst for 
his children and a dialogue between God and 
humanity. 

Fr. Irinel Dobos

Fr. Horie, SJ

New Deacons of the Society of Jesus, Deacon 
Watanabe (left) and Deacon Mori (right)

Lenten Activities
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ST. IGNATIUS NEWS AND CHURCH EVENTS

English Sunday School

The number of children enrolling in the Sunday School conti nues to increase. Here we share with you some endearing pictures.

Wedding a� er the “lockdown”

With their permission, we share with you a wedding photo 
of a Japanese-Filipino couple. They took their Pre-Cana course 
with Sr. Flor Florece, F.I. almost two years ago. They wanted 
to be married in the Philippines soon aft er but, the pandemic 
made it impossible. Finally they had their Church Ceremony, 
March 9,2023. Interesti ngly, the bride was a product of the 
St. Ignati us Japanese Sunday School. Here is hoping that other 
couples who took the Pre-Cana course during the pandemic 
ti mes have already realized their dream wedding!

Easter Prayer Meditati on based “On the Road to Emmaus” 
(Luke 24:13-16, 28-35) featuring the Hatsukin Choir of St. 
Ignati us, April 14, starti ng at 19:00.
Access htt ps://hatsukin.jimdofree.com/

Series of Japanese Conferences on the SYNOD 2021-2024, 
“Walking together as Church” (from April to December.).The 
fi rst session starts April 19, 6:30-8:00 p.m., henceforth, 
conducted, 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of every month. Place, 
St. Joseph Hall. For details get the yellow fl yer in the church 
foyer. Aft er these series, we hope the the Japanese and other 
language groups in St. Ignati us will gather together as “one 
Synodal Church.” 

Welcome/Greeti ngs of the New Pastor: April 30 aft er 
the 10:00 Japanese Mass in the St. Joseph Hall. The English 
Community is expected to att end, so please come!

Month of May Rosary on the church lawn, May 28 (last 
Sunday of May) to be led by the SIIYM and other Youth Groups 
of the parish. Everybody is Welcome! Please mark it on your 
calendar!

Relaxing and fun ti me with their lay 
catechists

Fr. Bony visiti ng the Primary Class Hanami organized by the parents

and what child is not thrilled with 
Easter eggs?

What to look forward to:

Easter eggs?
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New Horizons!

Happy Easter to All of You!
from John de Britto Center

SPECIAL FEATURE

I have had beauti ful and meaningful memories of the John de Britt o English 
Center--from the collaborati on of the Coordinators (we started as four) to every 
litt le task to be carried out in the everyday life of the mission. It was actually a 
journey that spanned 8 years. First I was a volunteer and then a Coordinator.

Aft er I left  the Center, I was assigned to Youth Ministry in Bukidnon, 
Mindanao, Philippines for around a year. But now it is ti me to move 
on again. Our Mother General has assigned me to Venice, Italy, to 
minister to young people. Though sad that I would not be able to 
visit Japan before leaving for my new assignment in June, I hope we 
shall see each other again, in case you have the chance to go to Italy. 

Thank you, dear beloved brothers and sisters in Christ in St. Ignati us Church. 
I will never forget our happy moments and challenging ti mes in the John de 
Britt o English Center. As for my SIIYM family (St. Ignati us Internati onal Youth 
Ministry), thank you for all the trust, love, and support you have given me. 

Please pray for me as I also keep you all in my prayers.   

Sr. Leny Ferry, FdCC
Former Coordinator, John de Britt o English Center

I am Jesselyn Buendia, a consecrated lay missionary from the 
Philippines. I belong to a community called Notre Dame de Vie Insti tute, 
a Secular Insti tute founded by Blessed Fr. Marie Eugene of the Child 
Jesus, a a French Discalced Carmelite priest. I arrived in Japan two years 
ago (November 2020). During those two years, I studied full-ti me in 
a Japanese Language School and have been doing volunteer work on 
Sundays here in St. Ignati us Church, in parti cular, as a catechist for 
the Intermediate Group of the John de Britt o English Sunday School.

In December last year, I fi nished my Japanese studies, and I am glad that 
now I can have more ti me to work in the Parish. It will be my fi rst ti me to be 
a Coordinator in John de Britt o English Center, but I have previously been a 
Campus Ministry Coordinator in a school, and I think that experience could be 
of help with what I will be doing from now on. I was also an acti ve member in 
our parish since childhood, so I am also familiar with various parish acti viti es.

Nonetheless, I know that I cannot boast of my past the experiences 
because I realize that the context of the mission in Japan is quite 
diff erent from where I came from. In my country, the majority of the 
people are Christi an, whereas here Christi ans are a minority. Also, my 
former parish is mostly att ended by Filipinos, but now I am with people 
of diff erent nati onaliti es and cultures, and I think that will be the biggest 
challenge for me. Yes, it will be a challenge, but at the same ti me I am 
very happy because I will be of service to an internati onal community! 

As I begin my pastoral work here in the parish, I ask for your 
prayers and your help. Let us work together for God’s greater glory!

Jesselyn Buendia, NdV
New Coordinator, John de Britt o English CenterNew Coordinator, John de Britt o English Center
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JOHN DE BRITTO ENGLISH CENTER

JOHN DE BRITTO ENGLISH CENTER
Offi  ce Address: 6-5-1 Kojimachi, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 102-0083

Offi  ce Hours: Weekdays (10:00 - 12:00, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM), Weekends (11:00 AM - 1:00 PM)
Telephone No: 03-3263-4576

ALTAR SERVERS
Serve before, during, and aft er the English Mass assisti ng the priest and Liturgical 
Ministers. They are boys and girls from ages 10-15 who have already received First 
Communion.

ANGELS GROUP
Serves every 1st Sunday of the month. Gathers children in Xavier Chapel just aft er 
the Opening Prayer of the Mass and provides stories of the Gospel in a language 
understood by them. They are adults and young people who love children.  

CHOIR Sings in the English Mass every Sunday.
Practi ce before the Mass in Room 401, 11:00 AM.

COFFEE WELCOME 
MINISTRY

Every 1st Sunday of the month under the tree in front of the main church,
1:00 - 1:45 PM. Facilitates the opportunity for newcomers/parishioners to meet and
feel that the Church is “my second home.” 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
MEETING

Every 3rd Sunday of the month.
Arrupe Hall Rm. 301-B (Main Bldg.) 1:45 - 3:30 PM.
Gathers to plan and think of bett er ways to serve St. Ignati us Church.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS By turns they serve in the 12:00 NN English Mass.
Special formati on is required.

FAITH FORMATION CLASS 
FOR ADULTS

1st Sunday of the month.
Kibe Hall Rm. 310, 2:00 - 4:00 PM.
For adult Catholics who wish to deepen their understanding of the faith. Non-Catholics 
are welcome.

SUNDAY READINGS -
FAITH SHARING GROUP

Every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
Kibe Hall Rm. 310, 2:00 - 4:00 PM. For those who want to deepen and share the Sunday 
Readings of that day. Everyone is welcome!

READERS GROUP
They serve in 12:00 NN Sunday English Mass.
They are those who would like to proclaim the Word of God and guide the assembly 
during the liturgical rite.

MEDIA GROUP Prepares the Sunday Mass power point, the monthly English Bulleti n, special posters, 
and takes care of the English website and Facebook of St. Ignati us Church.

WEEKDAY OFFICE STAFF They open the English Center on weekdays to att end to the needs of those who come.

PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
GROUP

Every 1st Sunday of the month, Arrupe Hall Rm. 203, 10:00 AM onwards. Gathers to 
praise the Lord through songs, give thanks, and listen att enti vely to His live-giving Word. 
Personal intenti ons are received to be off ered up in prayer

USHERS Every Sunday during the 12:00 NN English Mass. They Facilitate an orderly and prayerful 
atmosphere before, during, and aft er Mass.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Every 4th Sunday of the month, Arrupe Hall 301-B, 1:30 - 4:00 PM. Made up of a very 
internati onal group. Come and join their very energeti c, dynamic monthly “Hangout”!

INFANT / ADULT BAPTISM
Schedule:          3rd Sunday of February, April, June, September, and November,    
                           Xavier Chapel,  10:00 AM
Classes:             To be arranged with the Coordinator in-charge

MARRIAGE PREPARATION Inquire at least 4 months before the wedding day.

OTHERS

English Sunday School for Children
1st and 3rd Sunday of the month, 1:30-2:30 PM.
For room assignments, inquire from the English Center
Sunday Japanese Language Classes (Presently suspended)
Schedule: Please contact English Center.
Time & Venue: 1:45 - 2:45 PM, Kibe Hall, Rm. 304, 305, 306, 307
Newcomers visit Rm. 305
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IMPORTANT NOTICES

  WEEKDAYS: All in Japanese, Main Church
 7:00 AM    Weekday Masses                             
 12:00 NN / 6:00 PM  Weekday Masses
 12:00 NN   Saturday Mass
 6:00 PM    Anticipated Sunday Mass 
  SUNDAYS:
          Main Church
 7:00 AM / 8:30 AM / 10:00 AM / 6:00 PM Japanese Mass
 12:00 NN English Mass  1:30 PM Spanish Mass
 3:00 PM Vietnamese Mass   
  Masses at Our Lady’s Chapel
 1st Sunday: 12:30 PM (Portuguese)  4:00 PM (Polish)
 2nd and 4th Sunday: 4:30 PM (Indonesian)

Schedule of Masses, etc.

Important Liturgical Dates to Remember 

Important Church Events

Staff of St. Ignatius Church
Pastor: Fr. Toshiaki Koso, S.J.
Associate and Support Priests:
   Fr. Saturnino Ochoa, SJ   Fr.  Kiyoshi Shibata S.J.
   Fr. Bony James S.J.   Fr. Manuel Silgo S.J.
   Fr. Generoso Florez S.J.   Fr. Javier Garralda S.J. 
   Fr. Nguyen Thanh Nha S.J.
Sister: Sr. Ivette Sanchez, M.C.
John de Britto English Center:
   Fr. Bony James, S.J.   Director
   Sr. Flor Florece, FI.  Coordinator 
   Jessie Buendia, NdV   Coordinator 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions
April:  For a culture of peace and

non-violence
We pray for the spread of peace and non-

violence, by decreasing the use of weaponsby 
States and citizens.

May: For church movements and groups
We pray that Church movements and groups 

may rediscover their mission of evangelization 
each day, placing their own charisms at the 

service of needs in the world.

English Website:
http://stignatius.jp/en/

For all those who made this Bi-monthly Bulletin possible, we express our deepest gratitude. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH and GOD BLESS!

April
9 Easter Sunday

16 Divine Mercy
May

1 St. Joseph the Worker
21 Ascension of the Lord
28 Pentecost Sunday
29 The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 

the Church
31 The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary

April
14 Easter Concert (7 p.m.)
19 Conference on the SYNOD 

(1st of a series)
30 Greetings of our New Pastor

May
17 SYNOD (2nd Session)
28 Living Rosary

Starting April 16, there will only be one English Sunday Mass (12:00 pm).
The 4:30 pm English Mass is discontinued. Likewise, the YouTube 
livestreaming of the 12:00 p.m. Sunday English Mass is discontinued. 
Confessions are now held inside the Main Chapel’s confessionals.


