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Feeling the eff ects of this year’s grueling heat,  
such was the batt le cry of 26 children who 
att ended the 2024 Sunday School Summer 
Camp in St. Ignati us Church on August 
12, 2024. Receiving individually a “Lett er 
from Pope Francis” (htt ps://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=KIVuISZGdug) to protect our 
“Common Home” because it is God’s gift  
to us and it belongs to everyone, they were 
challenged to work together to take care of 
planet earth, and put love for the world and 
love for our neighbors into acti on. And the 
Pope wants them to play their part now. He 
said, “The world can’t wait!” 

One Fascinati ng Acti vity to Another.

Rhinoceros Beetles. The joy, wonder and 
awe in the children’s eyes could not be 
contained as Fr Kiyoshi Shibata, SJ brought his 
collecti on of beetles for the kids to touch and 
be engaged with. He showed them a video 
of how they develop, from egg to adulthood  

emphasizing need for the right environment, 
the right food, the right temperature, and 
constant care in order to reach their full 
potenti al. Several children received a pair of 
beetles together with a kit and a manual on 
how to take care of them. Donati ons of his 
Beetle Project go to refugees who have fl ed to 
Japan. Likewise, this off ers a good opportunity 
for fathers to bond with their child and teach 
them about the mystery of life!

Recycling Game and Creati ve Arts. The 
children had a hand-painti ng acti vity, in which 
they made colorful imprints of their hand 
on three kinds of garbage cans. Faced with 
a pile of things for segregati on and disposal, 
they were to decide which items to place in 
each garbage can. Which one is burnable? 
Not burnable? Plasti c? For the rest of the 
day- lunch, snack ti me, supper, they had to 
responsibly throw their thrash in the right 
bins in Teresia Hall. From now on, on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays of the month, when they 
have Sunday School, they will use the garbage 
cans they designed. And parents were urged 
to involve their children in bringing out the 
garbage from their homes.

Let’s Go Planti ng! Have you noti ced the 
sizeable plant box full of weeds near the 
English Center? The St Ignati us Internati onal 
Youth Group (SIIYM), the Sunday School 
parents, catechists, dedicated much ti me 
and eff ort to clean up the space and make it 
ready for planti ng. One of the parents taught 
the children how to plant and they were 
very att enti ve. Each child was given a choice 
of what to plant, given diff erent varieti es 
of vegetables. “I want to plant tomato!” 
The catechist asked why. ”Because I love 
tomatoes!” she replied. Children were asked 
if they grow plants at home. Some said yes, 

Save Our Planet Earth!

How can you protect and save Mother 
Earth?

CONGRATULATIONSSt. Ignati us Church for the 25th Anniversary of the Dedicati on of the Present Church!
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others no. The parents were encouraged to have some plant, even in a 
pot, for their children to take care of in order to continue the learning 
experience.

Kite Flying. Oh, the children loved it! They ran around the spacious 
grounds of St Ignatius to their delight, coaxing the wind to blow some 
more so their kites would fly high. Parents and volunteers taught the 
children how to fly the kites. They were happy to run with abandon, for 
they do not have such spaces at home! They felt the joy of playing with 
the wind, running in the grass. It’s more fun than gadgets!

Watermelon Game. A Summer Camp is not a Summer Camp if this game 
is not included. Blindfolded, and amid much cheering, many children 
lined up two or three times to be able to hit “that big watermelon!”. 
Offered the first slice, a child said, “Can I have one for my mother, too?” 
And they were asked afterwards, “Who ate only one slice?” No one 
raised a hand. Two, three…slices… A six-year-old said with a big smile, 
“I ate 6!” Delicious!” Produce of Mother Earth! 

Nature Walk. The older kids were asked to sit on the lawn grass. 
The catechist asked, “Have you noticed that there are three kinds of 
grass surrounding us?” Somebody discovered a grasshopper, another 
a dragon fly. Then they went to the cherry blossom walkway. The 
children were given some time to observe their surroundings. Yes, 
nature can be found even in the heart of a large city! Through this 

activity, we wanted to awaken in the children a “Sense of Wonder” 
towards creation, the Love of God the Creator, and see God’s love in 
all that is given to us in creation: Laudato, Si’!  May God the Creator 
be praised!

Pool in the Ocean. The little kids went “fishing.” The “ocean” consisted 
of two inflated little pools with lots of sea creatures swimming. They 

were asked to fish only one or else there would not be enough for 
all. Yet, many wanted more and lined up several times. This activity is 
very popular in many summer festivals. But it can be an opportunity to 
deepen about “care for others”, etc. as they become older…

Fireworks. What child would not look forward to this? Parents and 
children came together to light their sparklers. It was not much. We 
wanted eco-friendly ones but they were hard to find.

This year’s camp was a lot of fun. It had a great impact on the children 
and this could be seen in the drawings they made to synthesize their 
experience. They learned many things but it should not end there. As 
adults, as parents, as mentors, let us continue to be good models and 
teach them hands-on to “Take care of Mother Earth and One Another,” 
as Pope Francis wrote in Laudato Si’! His message is for all of US! 



Monthly English Bulletin September - October 2024

St. Ignatius Catholic Church	
www.stignatius.jp/en/

	 Address: 6-5-1 Kojimachi, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 102-0083
Tel No. 03-3263-4584 / 03-3263-4576 Fax No. 03-3263-4585

Pa
ge

 3

THE CATHOLIC FAITH

On October 13, St Ignatius Church will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the dedication of the present church with a 
Mass on the church lawn, and with monitors for viewing in the main church and St Mary’s Chapel. It will be a big event, 
when many parishioners, friends, benefactors, and clergy associated with our history are expected to gather.

What is the “Church” for you? Perhaps it would be good for us to pause and reflect on this question. We could be 
guided by the points for reflection that Fr Bony James, SJ gave to those who attended the ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT to celebrate the Ignatian Youth Day 2024, July 28. Their theme was “Let us build the Church.” 

He wrote, “We are invited to reflect upon the significance and 
importance of Church in our lives. As we know from the Bible, the 
Church is the Body of Christ. It is also said to be a community of 
people, a family of God, a ship that sails through storms, a refuge 
for all people, God’s household etc. What does the universal Church 
mean for you? Personally, what is the significance of St Ignatiusーour 
Parish Churchーin your life?” 

“Church as our Family”

The Psalmist says: “How wonderful and pleasant it is when brothers 
live together in harmony!” Psalm 133:1. We call God “ABBA, Father,” 
which means we are all brothers and sisters in God`s family. Let 
us spend a few moments in silent thanksgiving to God and to one 
another for our call to the Family of God, the Church. 

“Church as our Mother”

We consider the Church as our spiritual mother. As a mother gives 
birth to a child, the Church gives us new birth in Baptism. In other 
words, the Church is our spiritual birthplace. While many of us were 
baptized here in St Ignatius Church, some were baptized back in our 
home parishes or in our home countries. Many of us may have fond 
memories of the church where we were first baptized. With a thankful 
heart for our Holy Mother Church, let us spent a few moments in 
silent adoration.  

“Church as our Refuge”

Pope Francis says: “The Church should be like a `Field Hospital` for the vulnerable; a refuge for those who are most 
in need.” Furthermore, the Church witnesses many important moments of our lives, whether it is our baptism or 
marriage ceremony or the final journey to God. In that sense, Church is a personal space for each one of us and a 
soothing refuge in our journey of life. Do I consider St Ignatius Church a refuge for me personally? Let us reflect for a 
while the importance of Church in our personal lives. 

 “Church as our Saving Ship”

We speak of the Christian life as a journey over the sea with Jesus as the captain of the ship. From ancient times 
onward, the Church was known as a saving ship. This imagery comes from the famous Bible passage in St. Matthew`s 
Gospel, Chapter 8, where Jesus calmed the stormy sea and saved the panicking disciples from sinking in the sea. As 
long as Jesus is our captain, the great ship of Church will continue its journey safely through the troubling waters of this 
world. Let us spent a few minutes in silent reflection on times we have personally experienced Christ`s saving power 
through the Church, especially in difficult moments of our lives.

   “Church as the Body of Christ”

As St Paul says, “For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function, so 
we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another” (Rom. 12:4-5). As we look into the 
interior of the St Ignatius main church, we can observe that it is built around 12 strong pillars. They represent the 12 
apostles whom Jesus chose as his first disciples. Each and every pillar is important for the Church, both structurally and 
esthetically. In the same way, all of us, individually and collectively, are essential parts of the fullness of the Church, the 
Body of Christ. As we contemplate on the theme “Let`s build the Church,” let us remember with thankfulness that each 
one of us is a building block of the Church, just as the Apostles were the great pillars on which the universal Church 
was built. 

What Does “Church” Mean to You?

Miniature Church
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ST. IGNATIUS NEWS AND CHURCH EVENTS

July
International Mass. On July 21, at the 12 noon English 
Mass, it was the turn of the Filipinos to share about their 
country, people, faith history, and how they celebrate 
their liturgy. There was a beautiful and informative video 
presentation before Mass, a long line of various offerings 
from Filipino-Japanese families and friends during the 
Offertory to show their gratitude to God and their love 
for the Blessed Mother. Songs in Tagalog sung by the 
Meguro Church choir, which had been invited, touched 
many hearts. Fr. Edwin Corros, head of the Catholic Tokyo 
International Center (CTIC ) Pastoral Team for Filipino 
Migrants celebrated the Mass. 

Ignatian Youth Day.  In line with the 25th anniversary of the dedication of the present church, the youth 
sector, on July 28, held this Youth Day event with the theme “Let us build the Church.” Japanese, English-
speaking youth, Indonesian, and Vietnamese youth participated. It commenced with Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament (see page 3 for the details), during which Taizé songs were sung. Attendees concretized the fruit 
of their prayer and reflections on what for them is the meaning of “church” by sticking notes to the walls of 

a miniature “St Ignatius Church.” Lighted candles 
prayerfully offered afterwards left an impact in 
the hearts of all. 
The event continued in Joseph Hall. Finger foods 
and drinks were served and there was a game to 
see how much they know about the history of 
St Ignatius Parish and facts about the church to 
the present. The gathering became a beautiful 
venue to strengthen camaraderie and friendship 

as there was ample time to mingle with one another. 

Family of St Ignatius. In MAGIS, the Japanese Bulletin of the Parish, there is usually a space reserved for 
news/features coming from different language groups so that the Japanese community can also know about 
us. It is on page 7 and it is entitled, Family of St Ignatius. The Vietnamese, Indonesian, Spanish-speaking and 
English-speaking groups take turns writing. For the August-September edition, it was the turn of the English 
Center. Below, are excerpts of what Sr. Flor Florece, F.I. contributed:
This year was the first time that the Parish Annual Report (2023-2024) was translated into English and copies 
were distributed in the English Group Meeting. Leaders of the various Ministries and Groups, including 
volunteers, received it with great interest. At last, in a language they could understand, they were able to get 
a broader and deeper understanding of the parish life at St Ignatius, what has been accomplished last year, 
its present realities and challenges, its plans and vision for the future. It was an opportunity to get to know 
more our Pastor and his ideas, our support priests and their respective mission areas aside from celebrating 
Mass, our lay leaders and the projects they have been working on very dedicatedly. 
We hope that, from now on, the Annual Report of St Ignatius will be translated into various languages so that 
we can grow more in our sense of appreciation for what the parish is doing for us and how we in turn can 
respond by having a greater sense of belonging and commitment to the BODY. YES, in spite of diversity, we 
can “walk together as one church” one step at a time.  

 July-August SUMMER Highlights
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ST. IGNATIUS NEWS AND CHURCH EVENTS

August
Wedding Ceremony. The month started with a joyous 
celebration of the wedding in St Mary’s Chapel of two past St. 
Ignatius International Youth Ministry (SIIYM) leaders — Royston 
Rodrigues and Kotoe Kuroda. Royston was for two years the lay-
out artist of the Bulletin and Kotoe was an occasional writer and 
volunteer in the Youth Mass especially during the Corona days. 
She was likewise a product of the Japanese Saturday School. 
Thus, as expected, the liturgy (from choir to readers, etc.) were 
members of the SIIYM. The liturgy was a fusion of Indian and 
Japanese culture. The new couple had their Pre-Cana Seminar 
in St Ignatius. 
At the end of July, a Convalidation Ceremony was also held for 
a Filipino and Chinese couple. Recently the number of inquiries 
about Pre-Cana and multi-cultural couples doing Pre-Cana in English is increasing.

John de Britto Sunday School. As a culminating activity of the Teens’ Group before they began their summer 
break, a PILGRIMAGE TO THE TOKYO CATHEDRAL was organized. There they 
learned about the difference between a church and a cathedral, what can 
be found in a Catholic church, and the names of Saints and relics enshrined 
there. They had time to venerate the relics and pray in the crypt and relax in 
a nearby park. One teen from India wrote, “What I liked most was that I could 
learn more about Jesus, the Church and have fun and make memories at the 
same time“. 
A SUMMER CAMP was held on August 12 with the theme, “Caring for our 
Common Home and for One Another.” The objectives were three-fold: 1. To 
provide an opportunity for children, families, volunteers, etc. to have fun 
together and experience the joy of being one big church community this 
summer. 2. To introduce in a simple way that children can understand Pope 
Francis’ Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (On Care for our Common Home) through 
varied activities. 3. To enable Sunday School children to interact with their 
peer group outside the classroom and “take care of one another.” (For details, 
please read page 1).

The first Sunday of September, September 1, marked the Beginning of Catechism Classes and Orientation for 
Parents for the four levels of Sunday School: Primary, Intermediate (English), Intermediate (Japanese), Teens. 
Likewise, the First Communion Classes and Confirmation Classes began the same day. For details about the 
Curriculum, please visit the English Center.

Upcoming Events. 
SIIYM. The. St. Ignatius International Youth Ministry (SIIYM) is inviting all the youth parishioners to its 2024 
Annual Retreat to be held in Kururi Monastery, Chiba from Sept. 21-23. For details, please visit Rm. 103 and 
approach any core member or follow SIIYM’s official social media channels.

CHURCH FESTIVAL On October 13, there will be an International Mass at 12 noon on the church lawn, a Time 
Capsule Exhibit, a Pre-Symposium on “The Future of Children and Youth in the Church”. On October 14, there 
will be a Pipe Organ Tour, and on October 27, a Talk, Prayer, and Spiritual Dialogue (Part 2, Mission 2030). For 
details, look for the posters of the Schedule of Events on the church premises.
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Getting to Know our New EMHCs

SPECIAL FEATURE

(On June 30, 2024, three new Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion (EHMC) were commissioned during the 12 noon English 
Mass. In this article, they introduce themselves and share their experiences as they begin this Ministry.)

Miguel Evangelista, Philippines

I moved to Tokyo in December 2015. Since then, I have been part of the international community, serving in different ministries 
in our church. In November 2017, I served as one of the leaders of the St. Ignatius International Youth Ministry. In August 2023, I 
received an invitation from Sister Flor Florece, FI, to serve as an Extraordinary Minister of the Holy Eucharist for the English Mass.

  At first, I was hesitant due to uncertainties in my previous work. But after a few weeks of prayer and discernment, I decided 
to accept the invitation as I wanted to be able to have a meaningful connection with people in our church. To prepare for this 
service, two others and I underwent a long and intensive formation to know more about the ministry, the tasks involved, and the 
importance and centrality of the Eucharist in our Catholic faith. 

I first served on July 7. The experience of sharing the Body of Christ with fellow churchgoers was a surreal experience for me. 
I felt a strong connection with each person I encountered while distributing the Sacred Host. There was also a certain peace and 
joy that I felt each time I gazed at the eyes of each person who came up to receive communion. Honestly, even now, I still cannot 
process completely the feeling and experience. Each time I serve, it feels entirely new. All I can say is that I am very thankful to St 
Ignatius Parish for placing their trust in me and giving me this opportunity to serve in this ministry. I am also grateful to my fellow 
Extraordinary Ministers for their guidance and support. 

David Youri, Ghana

  I thank Almighty God for making it possible for 
me to serve him as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion. When I was in Kobe, I went through 
training, but because of Corona I was not able to 
be commissioned. But when I moved back to Kanto 
and became an active member of the international 
community in St Ignatius Church, the chance to become 
a Eucharistic Minister was offered to me. 

I learned a lot during the training. Aside from 
distributing Holy Communion in the church, when the 
need arises, we can also give Holy Communion to the 
homebound.

The first time that I distributed Holy Communion, my 
hand was shaking. I prayed to God to help me with his 
grace and strength so that the Sacred Host would not 
drop on the floor. After I finished distributing the Holy 
Communion, I could feel the joy of serving, and I thank the Lord for that experience. I pray for God’s divine grace, mercy, and love. 
May his glory be achieved in me through this ministry, Amen.  

Peter J. Hudson, India

It was in October 2023 that I was asked to become an Extraordinary Minister of the Holy Eucharist for the English Mass. Over 
the years, I was convinced that the Holy Eucharist was the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, yet when I was invited to be 
a minister, my first thought was, “Am I worthy to serve our Lord in this Ministry?” I grappled with this question for a couple of 
months. Eventually, I conveyed my willingness, though in the back of my mind, I was still having second thoughts on what my 
friends, people in my work place, etc., would think. Also bugging me was the liturgical vestment. The EMHCs in St Ignatius wear a 
white robe when they serve, rather than just a stole, as is the practice in other parishes. But after doing some personal research 
about it, and upon attending the mandatory classes, I was convinced even more about the necessity of wearing the alb and the 
importance of the other sacramentals used while celebrating the Mass.  

Spoiler Alert!!!

Within two months of saying yes to the “call” of serving in this ministry, my wife and I were in for a big surprise! We are now 
expecting our baby in September after a long wait of nine years! I feel so blessed! Keep us in your prayers! 
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JOHN DE BRITTO ENGLISH CENTER GROUPS AND MINISTRIES

JOHN DE BRITTO ENGLISH CENTER
Office Address: 6-5-1 Kojimachi, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 102-0083

Office Hours: Weekdays (10:00 - 12:00, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM), Weekends (11:00 AM - 1:00 PM)
Telephone No: 03-3263-4576

ALTAR SERVERS
Serve before, during, and after the English Mass assisting the priest and the
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC). They are boys and girls from ages
10-15 who have already received their First Communion.

ANGELS GROUP
Composed of adults and young people who love children, they serve every 1st Sunday
of the month. Just after the Opening Prayer of the Mass, they gather children in Xavier
Chapel and provide stories of the Gospel in language understood by them.

CHOIR Sings at the 12 noon Sunday English Mass.
Practices in Room 401, 11:00 a.m.

COFFEE WELCOME 
MINISTRY

Serves free coffee every 1st Sunday of the month from 1:00-1:45 PM under the tree in 
front of the Main Church. Facilitates the opportunity for
newcomers/parishioners to meet and feel that the Church is “my second home.”

INTERNATIONAL GROUP 
MEETING

Held every 4th Sunday of the month, Kibe Hall Room 307, 1:45-3:30 PM. Gathers to
plan and think of better ways to serve St. Ignatius Church.

EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS OF HOLY
COMMUNION (EMHC)

Composed of different nationalities, by turns they serve in the 12:00 noon English
Mass, assist the celebrant and give Holy Communion to the faithful. Special formation is
required for this ministry.

FAITH FORMATION GROUP
FOR ADULTS

Held 1st Sunday of the month, Kibe Hall Room 310, 2:00-4:00 PM. For adult Catholics
who wish to deepen their understanding of the faith through selected videos and on-
line talks. Non-Catholics are welcome.

SUNDAY READINGS -
FAITH SHARING GROUP

Held every 3rd Sunday of the month, Arrupe Hall Room 404, 2:00-4:00 PM. For those
who want to deepen and share the Sunday Readings of that day. Everyone is welcome!

READERS GROUP
Serve at the 12:00 noon Sunday English Mass. They are those who would like to
proclaim the Word of God and serve as lectors guiding the assembly during the liturgical
rite. Practice is required.

MEDIA GROUP Prepares the Sunday Mass power point, the bi-monthly English Bulletin, makes special
posters, and takes care of the English website and Facebook of St. Ignatius Church.

WEEKDAY OFFICE STAFF They open the English Center on weekdays, from 10:0-3:00 PM to attend to the needs
of those who come for inquiries.

PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
GROUP

Held every 1st Sunday of the month in Arrupe Hall Rm. 203B, 10:00-11:30 AM. Gathers
to praise the Lord through songs, give thanks, and listen attentively to his live-giving
Word. Personal intentions are received to be offered up in prayer

USHERS Every Sunday during the 12:00 noon English Mass, they facilitate an orderly and
prayerful atmosphere before, during, and after Mass.

YOUTH MINISTRY

An international group that leads the Youth Mass every 2nd Sunday of the month
followed by a Youth Catechism at 1:45 PM in Kibe Hall Room 307. Conducts various
activities such as the “Hangout” (3rd Sunday), Yotsuya Walk, Language Café (4th
Sunday). Meet them in Room 103.

INFANT / ADULT BAPTISM
Schedule: 3rd Sunday of February, April, June, September, and November, St. Mary’s 
Chapel, 10:00 AM
Classes: To be arranged with the Coordinator in-charge

MARRIAGE PREPARATION Inquire at least 4 months before the wedding day.

OTHERS

English Sunday School for Children. 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month, 1:30-2:30 PM.
For room assignments, inquire from the English Center
Autumn Japanese Language Classes. Every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the 
month,13:15-14:45 PM.  KIBE Hall Room 303 & 305. Begins September 8.
For Enrollment go to Room 305 directly.
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Volunteers are most welcome!



Monthly English Bulletin September - October 2024

St. Ignatius Catholic Church	
www.stignatius.jp/en/

	 Address: 6-5-1 Kojimachi, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 102-0083
Tel No. 03-3263-4584 / 03-3263-4576 Fax No. 03-3263-4585

Pa
ge

 8

IMPORTANT NOTICES

  WEEKDAYS: All in Japanese, Main Church
	 7:00 AM				   Weekday Masses                             
	 12:00 NN / 6:00 PM		  Weekday Masses
	 12:00 NN			   Saturday Mass
	 6:00 PM 			   Anticipated Sunday Mass	
  SUNDAYS:
         	 Main Church
	 7:00 AM / 8:30 AM / 10:00 AM / 6:00 PM	 Japanese Mass
	 12:00 NN English Mass		  1:30 PM	Spanish Mass
	 3:00 PM	Vietnamese Mass			
 	 Masses at Our Lady’s Chapel
	 1st Sunday: 12:30 PM (Portuguese)		  4:00 PM (Polish)
	 2nd and 4th Sunday: 4:30 PM (Indonesian)

Schedule of Masses, etc.

Important Liturgical Dates to Remember 

Important Church Events

Staff of St. Ignatius Church
Pastor: Fr. Toshiaki Koso, S.J.
Associate and Support Priests:
   Fr. Saturnino Ochoa, SJ 		  Fr.  Kiyoshi Shibata S.J.
   Fr. Bony James S.J. 		  Fr. Manuel Silgo S.J.
   Fr. Nguyen Thanh Nha S.J.	 Fr. Javier Garralda S.J.	
   Fr. Nguyen Van The S.J.		  Fr. Etsuo Sekine, SJ
   Fr. Kenzo Nakamura, S.J.			 
Sister:	 Sr. Marcela Roces, M.C.
John de Britto English Center:
   Fr. Bony James, S.J. 		  Director
   Sr. Flor Florece, FI.		  Coordinator	
   Jessie Buendia, NdV 		  Coordinator	

English Website: http://stignatius.jp/en/

For all those who made this Bi-monthly Bulletin possible, we 
express our deepest gratitude. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH and GOD BLESS!

church 
website & 
facebook 

page

September
8 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mother
10 The 205 Blessed Martyrs of Japan 

(Memorial)
14 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Feast 

Day)
28 St. Thomas Nishi, Lorenzo Ruiz, 

Martyrs (Memorial)
October

1 The Holy Guardian Angels (Memorial)
4 St. Francis of Assisi (Memorial)
7 Our Lady of the Rosary (Memorial)

September
8 Mission 2030: Talk, Prayer and 

Conversations in the Spirit (Part 1)
Theme: “Seeing Global Events as 
One’s Own (Walking with the People 
of the World) by , (1:30-3:30 p.m. 
p.m. St. Joseph Hall)

15 Earthquake Drill (12 p.m. English 
Mass)

October
6 Symposium: The Canonization 

Process of Fr Pedro Arrupe, SJ (Part 1)
 (1:30- 3:00 p.m., St. Joseph Hall)

13 CHURCH FESTIVAL
25th Anniversary International Mass 
(12:00 p.m., Church lawn)
Pre-Symposium on “The Future of the 
Children and Youth in our Church” 
(Mission 2030) (3:00 p.m., Main 
Church)
Time Capsule Exhibit for the 100th 
Anniversary of the Church (St. Joseph 
Hall)

14 Pipe Organ Tour (for adults)
27 Mission 2030: Talk, Prayer and 

Conversations in the Spirit (Part 2) 
Theme: Theme: “Seeing Global Events 
as One’s Own (Listening to the Cry of 
the Earth), (1:30 p.m. St. Joseph Hall)
LIVING ROSARY (Church lawn, time to 
be announced later)

Confessions are now held inside the Main Chapel’s confessionals.

Pope’s Prayer Intentions
September: For the cry of the Earth

We pray that each one of us will hear and take to heart the cry of the 
Earth and of victims of natural disasters and climate change, and that all 

will undertake to personally care for the world in which we live.
October: For a shared mission

We pray that the Church continue to sustain in all ways a Synodal life-
style, as a sign of co-responsibility, promoting the participation, the com-
munion and the mission shared among priests, religious and lay people.

CONFESSION
Weekday/Saturday	 17:30-18:30
Sunday	  (Japanese)	 9:30-10:30
			   17:30-18:30
	 (English)	11:30-12:30
	 (Spanish)	 13:00-14:30


